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Second Coming of Christ 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: Jesus grew up in a home with older half 

brothers and sisters and then for three and a half 

years he lived among his disciples, more than 

just the twelve. It was a close relationship and 

while some doubted, especially his own family, 

they were very closely attached to him. So they 

were troubled when he spoke of leaving them. 

In John 14:1-3 Jesus seeks to comfort them and 

give them hope. 

Reader: “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe 

in God. Believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would 

have told you.  

Reader: I am going to prepare a place for you. If I 

go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and will receive you to myself; that 

where I am, you may be there also. 

Comment: However it was not until after His 

ascension that they really took hold of that 

promise. For we have this experience recorded 

in Acts 1:6-11. 

Reader: Therefore when they had come together, 

they asked him, “Lord, are you now restoring 

the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them,  

Reader: “It isn’t for you to know times or seasons 

which the Father has set within his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you. You will be 

witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.” 

Reader: When he had said these things, as they 

were looking, he was taken up, and a cloud 

received him out of their sight. While they were 

looking steadfastly into the sky as he went, 

behold, two men stood by them in white 

clothing, who also said,  

Reader: “You men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking into the sky? This Jesus, who was 

received up from you into the sky will come 

back in the same way as you saw him going into 

the sky.” 

Comment: The apostle John wrote of that event in 

Rev. 1:7 & 8. 

Reader:
 
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and 

every eye will see him, including those who 

pierced him. All the tribes of the earth will 

mourn over him. Even so, Amen. 

Comment: Even his brother Jude recalled Enoch’s 

prophecy of that event in Jude 14 & 15. 

Reader:
 
About these also Enoch, the seventh from 

Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord 

came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to 

execute judgment on all, and to convict all the 

ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which 

they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the 

hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken 

against him.”  

Comment: The believer’s preparation for Jesus’ 

return is highlighted in these statements from 

Titus and Hebrews. 

Reader: Titus 2:11-14  
 
For the grace of God has 

appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 

instructing us to the intent that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we would live 

soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 

world;  

Reader: looking for the blessed hope and appearing 

of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity, and purify for 

himself a people for his own possession, zealous 

for good works. 
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Reader: Heb. 9:27, 28 
 
Inasmuch as it is appointed 

for men to die once, and after this, judgment, so 

Christ also, having been offered once to bear the 

sins of many, will appear a second time, without 

sin, to those who are eagerly waiting for him for 

salvation. 

Comment: With these assurances of Jesus’ return it 

is natural to want to know when and how. So 

did his disciples. We read in Matt. 24:3-14: 

Reader: As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell 

us, when will these things be? What is the sign 

of your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

Jesus answered them,  

Reader: “Be careful that no one leads you astray. 

For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am 

the Christ,’ and will lead many astray. You will 

hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you 

aren’t troubled, for all this must happen, but the 

end is not yet.  

Reader: For nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom; and there will be 

famines, plagues, and earthquakes in various 

places. But all these things are the beginning of 

birth pains.  

Reader: Then they will deliver you up to 

oppression, and will kill you. You will be hated 

by all of the nations for my name’s sake. Then 

many will stumble, and will deliver up one 

another, and will hate one another.  

Reader: Many false prophets will arise, and will 

lead many astray. Because iniquity will be 

multiplied, the love of many will grow cold. But 

he who endures to the end, the same will be 

saved.  

Reader: This Good News of the Kingdom will be 

preached in the whole world for a testimony to 

all the nations, and then the end will come. 

 

Comment: The apostle Paul by inspiration gives us 

this account of what it will be like when Jesus 

returns. He wrote in 1 Thess. 4:13-18: 

Reader:  But we don’t want you to be ignorant, 

brothers, concerning those who have fallen 

asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest, 

who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so God will bring with 

him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  

Reader: For this we tell you by the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive, who are left to the 

coming of the Lord, will in no way precede 

those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 

himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with God’s 

trumpet.  

Reader: The dead in Christ will rise first, then we 

who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the 

Lord in the air. So we will be with the Lord 

forever. Therefore comfort one another with 

these words. 

Comment: The drama of this event was further 

emphasized by Jesus himself in Matt. 24:25-31 . 

Reader: “Behold, I have told you beforehand. If 

therefore they tell you, ‘Behold, he is in the 

wilderness,’ don’t go out; ‘Behold, he is in the 

inner rooms,’ don’t believe it. For as the 

lightning flashes from the east, and is seen even 

to the west, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man.  

Reader: For wherever the carcass is, there is where 

the vultures  gather together. But immediately 

after the oppression of those days, the sun will 

be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the 

stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of 

the heavens will be shaken;
 
and then the sign of 

the Son of Man will appear in the sky.  

Reader: Then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 

and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 

He will send out his angels with a great sound of 

a trumpet, and they will gather together his 

chosen ones from the four winds, from one end 

of the sky to the other. 

Comment: Clearly this event is earth shaking, it is 

not secret as is popularly believed. That belief is 
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partly derived from Jesus’ own words in Matt. 

24:37- 44. But take note of who was taken away 

at the time of the flood. 

Reader:
 
“As the days of Noah were, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 

which were before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day that Noah entered into the ship, and 

they didn’t know until the flood came, and took 

them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 

of Man.  

Reader: Then two men will be in the field: one will 

be taken and one will be left; two women 

grinding at the mill, one will be taken and one 

will be left. Watch therefore, for you don’t 

know in what hour your Lord comes.  

Reader: But know this, that if the master of the 

house had known in what watch of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have watched, and 

would not have allowed his house to be broken 

into. Therefore also be ready, for in an hour that 

you don’t expect, the Son of Man will come. 

Comment: In a court of law the agreement of 2 or 3 

witnesses helps establish the truth. So we find 

Mark and Luke agreeing with Matthew in 

reporting Jesus’ own words about His return. 

Reader: Mark 13:23-33  But you watch. “Behold, I 

have told you all things beforehand. But in those 

days, after that oppression, the sun will be 

darkened, the moon will not give its light, the 

stars will be falling from the sky, and the 

powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.
  

Reader: Then they will see the Son of Man coming 

in clouds with great power and glory. Then he 

will send out his angels, and will gather together 

his chosen ones from the four winds, from the 

ends of the earth to the ends of the sky. 

Reader: “Now from the fig tree, learn this parable. 

When the branch has now become tender, and 

produces its leaves, you know that the summer 

is near; even so you also, when you see these 

things coming to pass, know that it is near, at 

the doors.  

Reader: Most certainly I say to you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these things happen. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. But of that day or that hour 

no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. Watch, keep 

alert, and pray; for you don’t know when the 

time is. 

Reader: Luke 21:25-28 There will be signs in the 

sun, moon, and stars; and on the earth anxiety of 

nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea 

and the waves; men fainting for fear, and for 

expectation of the things which are coming on 

the world: for the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken.  

Reader: Then they will see the Son of Man coming 

in a cloud with power and great glory. But when 

these things begin to happen, look up, and lift 

up your heads, because your redemption is 

near.” 

Comment: First Cor. 15:51-58 describes several 

more things that happen when Jesus comes 

again. 

Reader:  Behold, I tell you a mystery. We will not 

all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be 

changed.  

Reader: For this perishable body must become 

imperishable, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. But when this perishable body will 

have become imperishable, and this mortal will 

have put on immortality, then what is written 

will happen: “Death is swallowed up in 

victory.” 

Reader: “Death, where is your sting? 

    Hades, where is your victory?” 

Reader: The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the Lord’s 



25-Second Coming of Christ 
 

4 

work, because you know that your labor is not 

in vain in the Lord. 

Comment: Second Thess. 1:3-10 gives believers 

who experience persecution the assurance that 

when Jesus comes God will “repay affliction to 

those who afflict you.”  

Reader: We are bound to always give thanks to 

God for you, brothers, even as it is appropriate, 

because your faith grows exceedingly, and the 

love of each and every one of you towards one 

another abounds; so that we ourselves boast 

about you in the assemblies of God for your 

patience and faith in all your persecutions and in 

the afflictions which you endure. 

Reader:  This is an obvious sign of the righteous 

judgment of God, to the end that you may be 

counted worthy of God’s Kingdom, for which 

you also suffer. Since it is a righteous thing with 

God to repay affliction to those who afflict you, 

and to give relief to you who are afflicted with 

us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 

with his mighty angels in flaming fire,  

Reader: giving vengeance to those who don’t know 

God, and to those who don’t obey the Good 

News of our Lord Jesus, who will pay the 

penalty: eternal destruction from the face of the 

Lord and from the glory of his might, when he 

comes to be glorified in his saints, and to be 

admired among all those who have believed 

(because our testimony to you was believed) in 

that day. 

Comment: In Paul’s day there were some who 

taught that Jesus’ coming had already taken 

place. To counteract that he wrote in 2 Thess. 

2:1-10: 

 Reader:  Now, brothers, concerning the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering 

together to him, we ask you not to be quickly 

shaken in your mind, nor yet be troubled, either 

by spirit, or by word, or by letter as from us, 

saying that the day of Christ had come.  

Reader: Let no one deceive you in any way. For it 

will not be, unless the departure comes first, and 

the man of sin is revealed, the son of 

destruction, he who opposes and exalts himself 

against all that is called God or that is 

worshiped;  

Reader: so that he sits as God in the temple of God, 

setting himself up as God. Don’t you remember 

that, when I was still with you, I told you these 

things?  

Reader: Now you know what is restraining him, to 

the end that he may be revealed in his own 

season. For the mystery of lawlessness already 

works. Only there is one who restrains now, 

until he is taken out of the way. Then the 

lawless one will be revealed,  

Reader: whom the Lord will kill with the breath of 

his mouth, and destroy by the manifestation of 

his coming; even he whose coming is according 

to the working of Satan with all power and signs 

and lying wonders, and with all deception of 

wickedness for those who are being lost, 

because they didn’t receive the love of the truth, 

that they might be saved. 

Comment: In Revelation 14:14-20
 
we have a 

prophecy of the second coming that likens it to 

the time of the harvest. It portrays the righteous 

as fully ripe grain that is gathered into the barn 

and the wicked as fully ripe grapes that are 

gathered into the wine press. Think about what 

it means to be fully ripe 

Reader: I looked, and behold, a white cloud; and 

on the cloud one sitting like a son of man, 

having on his head a golden crown, and in his 

hand a sharp sickle. Another angel came out of 

the temple, crying with a loud voice to him who 

sat on the cloud,  

Reader: “Send your sickle, and reap; for the hour to 

reap has come; for the harvest of the earth is 

ripe!” He who sat on the cloud thrust his sickle 

on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

Reader: Another angel came out of the temple 

which is in heaven. He also had a sharp sickle. 

Another angel came out from the altar, he who 

has power over fire, and he called with a great 

voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying,  
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Reader: “Send your sharp sickle, and gather the 

clusters of the vine of the earth, for the earth’s 

grapes are fully ripe!”  

Reader: The angel thrust his sickle into the earth, 

and gathered the vintage of the earth, and threw 

it into the great wine press of the wrath of God. 

The wine press was trodden outside of the city, 

and blood came out of the wine press, even to 

the bridles of the horses, as far as one thousand 

six hundred stadia. 

Comment: A further description of the out pouring 

of God’s wrath is found in Rev. 19:11-21. 

 
Reader: I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a 

white horse, and he who sat on it is called 

Faithful and True. In righteousness he judges 

and makes war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and 

on his head are many crowns.  

Reader: He has names written and a name written 

which no one knows but he himself. He is 

clothed in a garment sprinkled with blood. His 

name is called “The Word of God.”  

Reader: The armies which are in heaven followed 

him on white horses, clothed in white, pure, fine 

linen. Out of his mouth proceeds a sharp, 

double-edged sword, that with it he should 

strike the nations. He will rule them with an iron 

rod. He treads the wine press of the fierceness of 

the wrath of God, the Almighty.  

Reader: He has on his garment and on his thigh a 

name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 

OF LORDS.” 

Reader: I saw an angel standing in the sun. He 

cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds 

that fly in the sky, “Come! Be gathered together 

to the great supper of God,
 
that you may eat the 

flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of 

mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of those 

who sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both 

free and slave, and small and great.” 

Reader:  I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, 

and their armies, gathered together to make war 

against him who sat on the horse, and against 

his army.  

Reader: The beast was taken, and with him the 

false prophet who worked the signs in his sight, 

with which he deceived those who had received 

the mark of the beast and those who worshiped 

his image.  

Reader: These two were thrown alive into the lake 

of fire that burns with sulfur. The rest were 

killed with the sword of him who sat on the 

horse, the sword which came out of his mouth. 

All the birds were filled with their flesh. 

Comment: In anticipation of that final day of 

reckoning Paul admonishes Timothy, the 

Thessalonians and us to be ready. 

Reader: 2 Tim. 3:1-5 But know this, that in the last 

days, grievous times will come. For men will be 

lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 

arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 

unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 

fierce, not lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, 

conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 

of God; holding a form of godliness, but having 

denied its power. 

Reader: 1 Thess. 5:1-6 But concerning the times 

and the seasons, brothers, you have no need that 

anything be written to you. For you yourselves 

know well that the day of the Lord comes like a 

thief in the night. For when they are saying, 

“Peace and safety,” then sudden destruction will 

come on them, like birth pains on a pregnant 

woman; and they will in no way escape.  

Reader: But you, brothers, aren’t in darkness, that 

the day should overtake you like a thief. You are 

all children of light, and children of the day. We 

don’t belong to the night, nor to darkness, so 

then let’s not sleep, as the rest do, but let’s 

watch and be sober. 

Comment: We are living at a wonderful time in 

this earth’s history. Awesome events are about 

to take place. It is time for God’s people to 

wake out of sleep and be totally committed to 

being Jesus’ full-time disciples. 


