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Christ’s Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

Comment: God has provided us with 4 wonderful 

accounts of Jesus’ life on earth, the 4 Gospels. 

The Bible also gives us a brief look at what 

happened after He rose from the grave. The 

book of Hebrews gives us the most detailed 

account of what He has been doing in heaven 

since his ascension. In Heb. 7:20-28-8:10 we 

learn that He is serving as our intercessor Priest 

in the heavenly sanctuary. 

Reader: Inasmuch as he was not made priest 

without the taking of an oath (for they indeed 

have been made priests without an oath), but he 

with an oath by him that says of him, 

Reader: “The Lord swore and will not change his 

mind,     ‘You are a priest forever, 

    according to the order of Melchizedek.’” 

Reader: By so much, Jesus has become the 

collateral of a better covenant. Many, indeed, 

have been made priests, because they are 

hindered from continuing by death. But he, 

because he lives forever, has his priesthood 

unchangeable.  

Reader: Therefore he is also able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through 

him, seeing that he lives forever to make 

intercession for them. 

Reader: For such a high priest was fitting for us: 

holy, guiltless, undefiled, separated from 

sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who 

doesn’t need, like those high priests, to offer up 

sacrifices daily, first for his own sins, and then 

for the sins of the people.  

Reader: For he did this once for all, when he 

offered up himself. For the law appoints men as 

high priests who have weakness, but the word of 

the oath which came after the law appoints a 

Son forever who has been perfected. 

Reader: Now in the things which we are saying, the 

main point is this. We have such a high priest, 

who sat down on the right hand of the throne of 

the Majesty in the heavens, a servant of the 

sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the 

Lord pitched, not man.  

Reader: For every high priest is appointed to offer 

both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is 

necessary that this high priest also have 

something to offer. For if he were on earth, he 

would not be a priest at all, seeing there are 

priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 

who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly 

things, even as Moses was warned by God when 

he was about to make the tabernacle, for he said,  

Reader: “See, you shall make everything according 

to the pattern that was shown to you on the 

mountain.”
 
But now he has obtained a more 

excellent ministry, by so much as he is also the 

mediator of a better covenant, which on better 

promises has been given as law. For if that first 

covenant had been faultless, then no place 

would have been sought for a second. For 

finding fault with them, he said, 

Reader: “Behold, the days come”, says the Lord, 

    “that I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and with the house of Judah; 

not according to the covenant that I made with 

their fathers,     in the day that I took them by 

the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 

for they didn’t continue in my covenant, 

    and I disregarded them,” says the Lord. 

Reader: “For this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel. 

    After those days,” says the Lord; 

“I will put my laws into their mind, 

    I will also write them on their heart. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 
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Comment: Hebrews 4:8-16 invites us to experience 

the rest that we can have by trusting Jesus to 

hear our confession of faith in Him. We can 

know that He will forgive us and empower His 

Spirit through His Word  to root out sin in our 

lives. 

Reader: For if Joshua had given them rest, he 

would not have spoken afterward of another 

day. There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for 

the people of God. For he who has entered into 

his rest has himself also rested from his works, 

as God did from his.  

Reader: Let us therefore give diligence to enter into 

that rest, lest anyone fall after the same example 

of disobedience. For the word of God is living 

and active, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul and 

spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to 

discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

Reader: There is no creature that is hidden from his 

sight, but all things are naked and laid open 

before the eyes of him to whom we must give an 

account. Having then a great high priest, who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 

of God, let us hold tightly to our confession.  

Reader: For we don’t have a high priest who can’t 

be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 

but one who has been in all points tempted like 

we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw 

near with boldness to the throne of grace, that 

we may receive mercy, and may find grace for 

help in time of need. 

Comment: Hebrews 9:11-28 clearly connects the 

wilderness tabernacle and its services with the 

heavenly sanctuary where Jesus ministers today. 

It shows that when the Israelites sacrificed an 

animal they were expressing faith in a 

Redeemer to come through whom the ultimate 

forgiveness and cleansing would come.  

Reader:  But Christ having come as a high priest of 

the coming good things, through the greater and 

more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 

that is to say, not of this creation, nor yet 

through the blood of goats and calves, but 

through his own blood, entered in once for all 

into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal 

redemption.  

Reader: For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 

ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been 

defiled, sanctify to the cleanness of the flesh: 

how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without defect to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God?  

Reader: For this reason he is the mediator of a new 

covenant, since a death has occurred for the 

redemption of the transgressions that were under 

the first covenant, that those who have been 

called may receive the promise of the eternal 

inheritance.  

Reader: For where a last will and testament is, 

there must of necessity be the death of him who 

made it. For a will is in force where there has 

been death, for it is never in force while he who 

made it lives.  

Reader: Therefore even the first covenant has not 

been dedicated without blood. For when every 

commandment had been spoken by Moses to all 

the people according to the law, he took the 

blood of the calves and the goats, with water 

and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both 

the book itself and all the people, saying, “This 

is the blood of the covenant which God has 

commanded you.” 

Reader: Moreover he sprinkled the tabernacle and 

all the vessels of the ministry in the same way 

with the blood. According to the law, nearly 

everything is cleansed with blood, and apart 

from shedding of blood there is no remission.  

Reader: It was necessary therefore that the copies 

of the things in the heavens should be cleansed 

with these; but the heavenly things themselves 

with better sacrifices than these. For Christ 

hasn’t entered into holy places made with hands, 

which are representations of the true, but into 
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heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God for us;  

Reader: nor yet that he should offer himself often, 

as the high priest enters into the holy place year 

by year with blood not his own, or else he must 

have suffered often since the foundation of the 

world. But now once at the end of the ages, he 

has been revealed to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself.  

Reader: Inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die 

once, and after this, judgment, so Christ also, 

having been offered once to bear the sins of 

many, will appear a second time, without sin, to 

those who are eagerly waiting for him for 

salvation. 

Comment:  This reference to the judgment before 

Jesus comes the second time is supported in 

Revelation. 22:12 which says, “Behold, I come 

quickly. My reward is with me, to repay to each 

man according to his work.” If the reward is 

with Him judgment has already occurred.  But 

we need not fear for we read in Hebrews 10:15-

23  

 
Reader: The Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for 

after saying, “This is the covenant that I will 

make with them: 

    ‘After those days,’ says the Lord, 

‘I will put my laws on their heart, 

    I will also write them on their mind;’”then he 

says, 

“I will remember their sins and their iniquities 

no more.” 

Reader: Now where remission of these is, there is 

no more offering for sin. Having therefore, 

brothers, boldness to enter into the holy place by 

the blood of Jesus, by the way which he 

dedicated for us, a new and living way, through 

the veil, that is to say, his flesh;  

Reader: and having a great priest over God’s 

house, let’s draw near with a true heart in 

fullness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and having our body 

washed with pure water, let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering; for he 

who promised is faithful. 

Comment:  Hebrews 1:1-5 assures us of Jesus’ 

irreproachable qualifications to be our High 

Priest. 

Reader: God, having in the past spoken to the 

fathers through the prophets at many times and 

in various ways, has at the end of these days 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom also he made 

the worlds.  

Reader: His Son is the radiance of his glory, the 

very image of his substance, and upholding all 

things by the word of his power, when he had 

by himself purified us of our sins, sat down on 

the right hand of the Majesty on high; having 

become so much better than the angels, as he 

has inherited a more excellent name than they 

have. For to which of the angels did he say at 

any time, 

Reader: “You are my Son. 

    Today have I become your father?”  and 

again, “I will be to him a Father, 

    and he will be to me a Son?” 

Comment: More than that, having taken on human 

flesh and blood, Jesus calls us brothers. Now we 

have the assurance of deliverance from the 

power of death and there is no fear of the 

judgment.    Hebrews 2:11-18 says. 

Reader:
 
For both he who sanctifies and those who 

are sanctified are all from one, for which cause 

he is not ashamed to call them brothers,
 
saying, 

Reader: “I will declare your name to my brothers. 

    Among of the congregation I will sing your 

praise.” 

Reader: Again, “I will put my trust in him.” Again, 

“Behold, here I am with the children whom God 

has given me.”
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Reader: Since then the children have shared in 

flesh and blood, he also himself in the same way 

partook of the same, that through death he might 

bring to nothing him who had the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and might deliver all of 

them who through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage.  

Reader: For most certainly, he doesn’t give help to 

angels, but he gives help to the offspring of 

Abraham. Therefore he was obligated in all 

things to be made like his brothers, that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest 

in things pertaining to God, to make atonement 

for the sins of the people.  

Reader: For in that he himself has suffered being 

tempted, he is able to help those who are 

tempted. 

Comment:  The judgment scene and its outcome is 

portrayed in Dan. 7:9-27. A succession of 

earthly kingdoms is represented by animals seen 

in an earlier vision. An unusual king arises out 

of the last animal that will “speak words against 

the Most High.” 

Reader: I saw until thrones were placed, and one 

who was ancient of days sat: his clothing was 

white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure 

wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its 

wheels burning fire.  

Reader: A fiery stream issued and came out from 

before him: thousands of thousands ministered 

to him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 

stood before him: the judgment was set, and the 

books were opened.  

Reader: I saw at that time because of the voice of 

the great words which the horn spoke; I saw 

even until the animal was slain, and its body 

destroyed, and it was given to be burned with 

fire. As for the rest of the animals, their 

dominion was taken away: yet their lives were 

prolonged for a season and a time.  

Reader: I saw in the night visions, and behold, 

there came with the clouds of the sky one like a 

son of man, and he came even to the ancient of 

days, and they brought him near before him.  

Reader: There was given him dominion, and glory, 

and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and 

languages should serve him: his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 

destroyed.  

Reader: As for me, Daniel, my spirit was grieved 

within my body, and the visions of my head 

troubled me. I came near to one of those who 

stood by, and asked him the truth concerning all 

this. So he told me, and made me know the 

interpretation of the things.  

Reader: These great animals, which are four, are 

four kings, who shall arise out of the earth. But 

the saints of the Most High shall receive the 

kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, 

even forever and ever.  

Reader: Then I desired to know the truth 

concerning the fourth animal, which was diverse 

from all of them, exceedingly terrible, whose 

teeth were of iron, and its nails of brass; which 

devoured, broke in pieces, and stamped the 

residue with its feet; and concerning the ten 

horns that were on its head, and the other horn 

which came up, and before which three fell, 

even that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that 

spoke great things, whose look was more stout 

than its fellows.  

Reader: I saw, and the same horn made war with 

the saints, and prevailed against them; until the 

ancient of days came, and judgment was given 

to the saints of the Most High, and the time 

came that the saints possessed the kingdom.  

Reader: Thus he said, The fourth animal shall be a 

fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be diverse 

from all the kingdoms, and shall devour the 

whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break 

it in pieces. As for the ten horns, out of this 

kingdom shall ten kings arise: and another shall 

arise after them; and he shall be diverse from 

the former, and he shall put down three kings.  

Reader: He shall speak words against the Most 

High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most 
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High; and he shall think to change the times and 

the law; and they shall be given into his hand 

until a time and times and half a time.  

Reader: But the judgment shall be set, and they 

shall take away his dominion, to consume and to 

destroy it to the end. The kingdom and the 

dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms 

under the whole sky, shall be given to the 

people of the saints of the Most High: his 

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 

dominions shall serve and obey him. 

Comment:  While victory for the saints is assured 

not before the little horn power is allowed to 

cause great trouble. We find this in Daniel 8:9-

14. 

Reader: Out of one of them came out a little horn, 

which grew exceeding great, toward the south, 

and toward the east, and toward the glorious 

land. It grew great, even to the army of the sky; 

and some of the army and of the stars it cast 

down to the ground, and trampled on them.  

Reader: Yes, it magnified itself, even to the prince 

of the army; and it took away from him the 

continual burnt offering, and the place of his 

sanctuary was cast down. The army was given 

over to it together with the continual burnt 

offering through disobedience; and it cast down 

truth to the ground, and it did its pleasure and 

prospered.  

Reader: Then I heard a holy one speaking; and 

another holy one said to that certain one who 

spoke, How long shall be the vision about the 

continual burnt offering, and the disobedience 

that makes desolate, to give both the sanctuary 

and the army to be trodden under foot?  

Reader: He said to me, To two thousand and three 

hundred evenings and mornings; then shall the 

sanctuary be cleansed.  

Comment:  What is the cleansing of the sanctuary? 

What is the meaning of the 2,300 days? A 

careful study of these prophecies, including 

Numbers 14:33,34 and Ezekiel 4:4-6 to 

establish the day for a year principle in 

interpreting prophecy, will support the view that 

the 2,300 days/years ended in 1844. So what is 

the cleansing of the sanctuary? The connection 

between the wilderness tabernacle services and 

the heavenly sanctuary has already been 

established. Now we take a look at the Day of 

Atonement.  It is described in detail in Lev. 16. 

The purpose of those services was to make 

atonement for the tabernacle and the people. 

Reading from Lev. 16:29-34: 

Reader: It shall be a statute to you forever: in the 

seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, 

you shall afflict your souls, and shall do no kind 

of work, the native-born, or the stranger who 

lives as a foreigner among you: for on this day 

shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse 

you; from all your sins you shall be clean before 

Yahweh. 

Reader:  It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and 

you shall afflict your souls. It is a statute 

forever. The priest, who is anointed and who is 

consecrated to be priest in his father’s place, 

shall make the atonement, and shall put on the 

linen garments, even the holy garments.  

Reader: Then he shall make atonement for the 

Holy Sanctuary; and he shall make atonement 

for the Tent of Meeting and for the altar; and he 

shall make atonement for the priests and for all 

the people of the assembly. 

Reader: “This shall be an everlasting statute for 

you, to make atonement for the children of 

Israel once in the year because of all their sins. 

It was done as Yahweh commanded Moses. 

Comment: So we believe that in 1844 the heavenly 

Day of Atonement began. It is a time for God’s 

people to humble themselves before God to be 

cleansed of all that defiles. We read about these 

closing events in Revelation. 

Reader: Rev. 14:6, 7 I saw an angel flying in mid 

heaven, having an eternal Good News to 

proclaim to those who dwell on the earth, and to 

every nation, tribe, language, and people. He 

said with a loud voice,  

Reader: “Fear the Lord, and give him glory; for the 

hour of his judgment has come. Worship him 
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who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and the 

springs of waters!” 

Reader: Rev. 20:11, 12  
 
I saw a great white throne, 

and him who sat on it, from whose face the 

earth and the heaven fled away. There was 

found no place for them.  

Reader: I saw the dead, the great and the small, 

standing before the throne, and they opened 

books. Another book was opened, which is the 

book of life. The dead were judged out of the 

things which were written in the books, 

according to their works. 

Reader: Rev. 14:8-12 Another, a second angel, 

followed, saying, “Babylon the great has fallen, 

which has made all the nations to drink of the 

wine of the wrath of her sexual immorality.” 

Reader: Another angel, a third, followed them, 

saying with a great voice, “If anyone worships 

the beast and his image, and receives a mark on 

his forehead, or on his hand, he also will drink 

of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 

prepared unmixed in the cup of his anger.  

Reader: He will be tormented with fire and sulfur 

in the presence of the holy angels, and in the 

presence of the Lamb. The smoke of their 

torment goes up forever and ever. They have no 

rest day and night, those who worship the beast 

and his image, and whoever receives the mark 

of his name.  

Reader: Here is the patience of the saints, those 

who keep the commandments of God, and the 

faith of Jesus.” 

Reader: Rev. 22:12-17 “Behold, I come quickly. 

My reward is with me, to repay to each man 

according to his work. I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 

and the End.  

Reader: Blessed are those who do his 

commandments, that they may have the right to 

the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates 

into the city.  

Reader: Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the 

sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, 

and everyone who loves and practices 

falsehood.  

Reader: I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify these 

things to you for the assemblies. I am the root 

and the offspring of David; the Bright and 

Morning Star.” 

Reader: The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” He 

who hears, let him say, “Come!” He who is 

thirsty, let him come. He who desires, let him 

take the water of life freely.  

Comment: We are living in the time of the 

atonement or judgment. Jesus is cleansing all 

those who are willing to be made ready for His 

coming. Since we know all this “what manner 

of persons ought we to be?” May everyone who 

reads or hears these words determine to let the 

Spirit of Jesus reside in their hearts. 

   


