
23-Marriage and the Family 
 

1 

Marriage and the Family 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: From the creation story we learn that 

while God created Adam before Eve they were 

not intended to be alone. In fact since Eve was 

made from a tissue from Adam their intimate 

relationship was established from the beginning. 

The story is found in Genesis 2:18-25 

Reader: Yahweh God said, “It is not good for the 

man to be alone. I will make him a helper 

comparable to him.”  

Reader: Out of the ground Yahweh God formed 

every animal of the field, and every bird of the 

sky, and brought them to the man to see what he 

would call them. Whatever the man called every 

living creature became its name.  

Reader: The man gave names to all livestock, and 

to the birds of the sky, and to every animal of 

the field; but for man there was not found a 

helper comparable to him.  

Reader: Yahweh God caused the man to fall into a 

deep sleep. As the man slept, he took one of his 

ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 

Yahweh God made a woman from the rib which 

he had taken from the man, and brought her to 

the man.  

Reader: The man said, “This is now bone of my 

bones, and flesh of my flesh. She will be called 

‘woman,’ because she was taken out of Man.” 
 

Reader: Therefore a man will leave his father and 

his mother, and will join with his wife, and they 

will be one flesh. The man and his wife were 

both naked, and they were not ashamed. 

Comment: Among the topics Jesus addressed in the 

Sermon on the Mount was the subject of 

divorce. He said in Matt. 5:31, 32: 

Reader:  “It was also said, ‘Whoever shall put 

away his wife, let him give her a writing of 

divorce,’ 
 
but I tell you that whoever puts away 

his wife, except for the cause of sexual 

immorality, makes her an adulteress; and 

whoever marries her when she is put away 

commits adultery. 

Comment: Later when confronted on this subject 

He expanded this teaching by quoting from 

Genesis 2. We read in Matt. 19:3-12: 

Reader: Pharisees came to him, testing him, and 

saying, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife for any reason?” 

Reader: He answered, “Haven’t you read that he 

who made them from the beginning made them 

male and female,
 
and said, ‘For this cause a man 

shall leave his father and mother, and shall join 

to his wife; and the two shall become one 

flesh?’
 
 

Reader: So that they are no more two, but one 

flesh. What therefore God has joined together, 

don’t let man tear apart.” 

Reader: They asked him, “Why then did Moses 

command us to give her a bill of divorce, and 

divorce her?” 

Reader: He said to them, “Moses, because of the 

hardness of your hearts, allowed you to divorce 

your wives, but from the beginning it has not 

been so. I tell you that whoever divorces his 

wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries 

another, commits adultery; and he who marries 

her when she is divorced commits adultery.” 

Reader: His disciples said to him, “If this is the 

case of the man with his wife, it is not expedient 

to marry.” 
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Reader: But he said to them, “Not all men can 

receive this saying, but those to whom it is 

given. For there are eunuchs who were born that 

way from their mother’s womb, and there are 

eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and 

there are eunuchs who made themselves 

eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake. He 

who is able to receive it, let him receive it.” 

Comment: In Jesus’ response we understand that 

the gift of celibacy for the sake of the gospel is 

given to a few people. (See 1 Cor. 7)  In Mark 

10:5- 12 we find a slightly different ending of 

the same story. 

Reader: But Jesus said to them, “For your hardness 

of heart, he wrote you this commandment. But 

from the beginning of the creation, God made 

them male and female. 
 
For this cause a man 

will leave his father and mother, and will join to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh, so 

that they are no longer two, but one flesh. What 

therefore God has joined together, let no man 

separate.” 

Reader: In the house, his disciples asked him again 

about the same matter. He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife, and marries 

another, commits adultery against her. If a 

woman herself divorces her husband, and 

marries another, she commits adultery.” 

Reader: And in Luke 16:17, 18  Luke simply says: 

But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass 

away, than for one tiny stroke of a pen in the 

law to fall. Everyone who divorces his wife, and 

marries another, commits adultery. He who 

marries one who is divorced from a husband 

commits adultery. 

Comment: By attending the wedding in Cana Jesus 

clearly honored this institution that was initiated 

in Eden by God Himself. The story is told in 

John 2:1-11  

Reader: The third day, there was a marriage in 

Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there. Jesus 

also was invited, with his disciples, to the 

marriage. When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother 

said to him, “They have no wine.” 

Reader: Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that 

have to do with you and me? My hour has not 

yet come.” 

Reader: His mother said to the servants, “Whatever 

he says to you, do it.”  

Reader: Now there were six water pots of stone set 

there after the Jews’ way of purifying, 

containing two or three metretes apiece. Jesus 

said to them,  

Reader: “Fill the water pots with water.” 

Reader:  They filled them up to the brim. He said 

to them,  

Reader: “Now draw some out, and take it to the 

ruler of the feast.”  

Reader: So they took it. When the ruler of the feast 

tasted the water now become wine, and didn’t 

know where it came from (but the servants who 

had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast 

called the bridegroom, and said to him,  

Reader: “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 

when the guests have drunk freely, then that 

which is worse. You have kept the good wine 

until now!” This beginning of his signs Jesus 

did in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; 

and his disciples believed in him. 

Comment:  Jesus prayed for his disciples that while 

they are in the world they would not be a part of 

it. In a similar way Paul in 2 Cor. 6:11-16 makes 

it clear that believers should not be linked with 

unbelievers. This is especially true in the 

marriage relationship. 

Reader: Our mouth is open to you, Corinthians. 

Our heart is enlarged. You are not restricted by 

us, but you are restricted by your own 

affections. Now in return, I speak as to my 

children, you also be open wide.  



23-Marriage and the Family 
 

3 

Reader: Don’t be unequally yoked with 

unbelievers, for what fellowship have 

righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship 

has light with darkness? What agreement has 

Christ with Belial? Or what portion has a 

believer with an unbeliever?  

Reader: What agreement has a temple of God with 

idols? For you are a temple of the living God. 

Even as God said, “I will dwell in them, and 

walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 

will be my people.” 

Comment: Probably the most detailed instruction 

in the Bible, regarding the loving, self-

sacrificing relationship that can exist between 

husband and wife is found in Eph. 5:15-33 

Reader:  Therefore watch carefully how you walk, 

not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, 

because the days are evil. Therefore don’t be 

foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is.  

Reader: Don’t be drunken with wine, in which is 

dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 

speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs; singing, and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always 

concerning all things in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father;
 
subjecting 

yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ. 

Reader: Wives, be subject to your own husbands, 

as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of 

the wife, and Christ also is the head of the 

assembly, being himself the savior of the body. 

But as the assembly is subject to Christ, so let 

the wives also be to their own husbands in 

everything. 

Reader: Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the assembly, and gave himself up 

for it;
 
that he might sanctify it, having cleansed 

it by the washing of water with the word, that he 

might present the assembly to himself 

gloriously, not having spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and 

without defect. 

Reader: Even so husbands also ought to love their 

own wives as their own bodies. He who loves 

his own wife loves himself.  

Reader: For no man ever hated his own flesh; but 

nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord also 

does the assembly; because we are members of 

his body, of his flesh and bones.  

Reader: “For this cause a man will leave his father 

and mother, and will be joined to his wife. The 

two will become one flesh.” 
 
This mystery is 

great, but I speak concerning Christ and of the 

assembly. Nevertheless each of you must also 

love his own wife even as himself; and let the 

wife see that she respects her husband. 

Comment: Another passage by Paul that deals with 

the role of sexual intimacy within the marriage 

relationship is in 1 Cor. 7:1-17. 

 Reader: Now concerning the things about which 

you wrote to me: it is good for a man not to 

touch a woman. But, because of sexual 

immoralities, let each man have his own wife, 

and let each woman have her own husband.  

Reader: Let the husband render to his wife the 

affection owed her, and likewise also the wife to 

her husband. The wife doesn’t have authority 

over her own body, but the husband.  

Reader: Likewise also the husband doesn’t have 

authority over his own body, but the wife. 
 

Reader: Don’t deprive one another, unless it is by 

consent for a season, that you may give 

yourselves to fasting and prayer, and may be 

together again, that Satan doesn’t tempt you 

because of your lack of self-control. 

Reader: But this I say by way of concession, not of 

commandment. Yet I wish that all men were 

like me. However each man has his own gift 

from God, one of this kind, and another of that 

kind.  

Reader: But I say to the unmarried and to widows, 

it is good for them if they remain even as I am. 
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 Reader: But if they don’t have self-control, let 

them marry. For it’s better to marry than to 

burn. 
 

Reader: But to the married I command—not I, but 

the Lord—that the wife not leave her husband 

(but if she departs, let her remain unmarried, or 

else be reconciled to her husband), and that the 

husband not leave his wife. 

Reader: But to the rest I—not the Lord—say, if any 

brother has an unbelieving wife, and she is 

content to live with him, let him not leave her. 
 

Reader: The woman who has an unbelieving 

husband, and he is content to live with her, let 

her not leave her husband. For the unbelieving 

husband is sanctified in the wife, and the 

unbelieving wife is sanctified in the husband. 

Otherwise your children would be unclean, but 

now they are holy. 
 

Reader: Yet if the unbeliever departs, let there be 

separation. The brother or the sister is not under 

bondage in such cases, but God has called us in 

peace.  

Reader: For how do you know, wife, whether you 

will save your husband? Or how do you know, 

husband, whether you will save your wife? 

Only, as the Lord has distributed to each man, 

as God has called each, so let him walk. So I 

command in all the assemblies. 

Comment: From the beginning marriage was 

between one man and one woman. All other 

arrangements are outside of God’s plan. 

Although there are many examples in the Bible 

of polygamous marriages, they were not ideal. 

One example is that of Abraham found in Gen. 

16:1-14. 

Reader: Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no 

children. She had a servant, an Egyptian, whose 

name was Hagar. Sarai said to Abram,  

Reader: “See now, Yahweh has restrained me from 

bearing. Please go in to my servant. It may be 

that I will obtain children by her.”  

Reader: Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. Sarai, 

Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her 

servant, after Abram had lived ten years in the 

land of Canaan, and gave her to Abram her 

husband to be his wife. 
 

Reader: He went in to Hagar, and she conceived. 

When she saw that she had conceived, her 

mistress was despised in her eyes. Sarai said to 

Abram,  

Reader: “This wrong is your fault. I gave my 

servant into your bosom, and when she saw that 

she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes. 

Yahweh judge between me and you.” 

Reader: But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your 

maid is in your hand. Do to her whatever is 

good in your eyes.” Sarai dealt harshly with her, 

and she fled from her face. 

Reader: Yahweh’s angel found her by a fountain of 

water in the wilderness, by the fountain on the 

way to Shur. He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s servant, 

where did you come from? Where are you 

going?” 

Reader: She said, “I am fleeing from the face of 

my mistress Sarai.” 

Reader: Yahweh’s angel said to her, “Return to 

your mistress, and submit yourself under her 

hands.” Yahweh’s angel said to her, “I will 

greatly multiply your offspring, that they will 

not be numbered for multitude.”  

Reader: Yahweh’s angel said to her, “Behold, you 

are with child, and will bear a son. You shall 

call his name Ishmael, because Yahweh has 

heard your affliction. He will be like a wild 

donkey among men. His hand will be against 

every man, and every man’s hand against him. 

He will live opposite all of his brothers.” 

Reader: She called the name of Yahweh who spoke 

to her, “You are a God who sees,” for she said, 

“Have I even stayed alive after seeing him?” 

Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi.
 

Behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 
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Comment: A stable, loving relationship between 

wife and husband is the cornerstone of a happy 

family. As parents lead their children to know 

and love God they, in turn, will honor their 

parents. The fifth commandment (Ex. 20:12) is 

written on their hearts. 

 Reader:
 
“Honor your father and your mother, that 

your days may be long in the land which 

Yahweh your God gives you. 

Comment: A Christian relationship between 

parents and their children is mutually respectful. 

Eph. 6:1-4 says: 

Reader: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 

for this is right. “Honor your father and 

mother,” which is the first commandment with a 

promise: “that it may be well with you, and you 

may live long on the earth.”  

Reader: You fathers, don’t provoke your children 

to wrath, but nurture them in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord. 

Comment: This kind of relationship develops over 

time. By faithfully instructing their children 

morning and evening, the chances of the 

children becoming faithful followers of Jesus is 

greatly increased. We are instructed to do this in  

Deut. 6:1-9. 

Reader:  Now this is the commandment, the 

statutes, and the ordinances, which Yahweh 

your God commanded to teach you, that you 

might do them in the land where you go over to 

possess it; that you might fear Yahweh your 

God, to keep all his statutes and his 

commandments, which I command you; you, 

and your son, and your son’s son, all the days of 

your life; and that your days may be prolonged. 
 

Reader: Hear therefore, Israel, and observe to do it; 

that it may be well with you, and that you may 

increase mightily, as Yahweh, the God of your 

fathers, has promised to you, in a land flowing 

with milk and honey.  

Reader: Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God. Yahweh 

is one. You shall love Yahweh your God with 

all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your might.  

Reader: These words, which I command you today, 

shall be on your heart; and you shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you 

walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 

when you rise up. 
 

Reader: You shall bind them for a sign on your 

hand, and they shall be for frontlets between 

your eyes. You shall write them on the door 

posts of your house, and on your gates. 

Reader: Then we can claim the promise in Prov. 

22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, 

    and when he is old he will not depart from it. 

Comment: One of the most challenging aspects of 

parenting is to not spoil an only child or to have 

a favorite among siblings. Here is a Bible story 

of how favoritism not only spoiled a family but 

resulted in animosities between peoples that still 

exist today. Reading from Gen. 25:19-34. 

 Reader: This is the history of the generations of 

Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham became the 

father of Isaac. 
 
Isaac was forty years old when 

he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the 

Syrian of Paddan Aram, the sister of Laban the 

Syrian, to be his wife.  

Reader: Isaac entreated Yahweh for his wife, 

because she was barren. Yahweh was entreated 

by him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The 

children struggled together within her. She said, 

“If it is so, why do I live?” She went to inquire 

of Yahweh. Yahweh said to her, 

Reader: “Two nations are in your womb. 

Two peoples will be separated from your body. 

The one people will be stronger than the other 

people. The elder will serve the younger.” 
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Reader: When her days to be delivered were 

fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

The first came out red all over, like a hairy 

garment. They named him Esau.  

Reader: After that, his brother came out, and his 

hand had hold on Esau’s heel. He was named 

Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore 

them. 

Reader: The boys grew. Esau was a skillful hunter, 

a man of the field. Jacob was a quiet man, living 

in tents. Now Isaac loved Esau, because he ate 

his venison. Rebekah loved Jacob.  

Reader: Jacob boiled stew. Esau came in from the 

field, and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, 

Reader:  “Please feed me with that same red stew, 

for I am famished.” Therefore his name was 

called Edom. 

Reader: Jacob said, “First, sell me your birthright.” 

Reader: Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die. 

What good is the birthright to me?” 

Reader: Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” 

Reader: He swore to him. He sold his birthright to 

Jacob  
 
Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of 

lentils. He ate and drank, rose up, and went his 

way. So Esau despised his birthright. 

Comment: We believe that we are living in the last 

days. Let’s pray that God will fulfill the promise 

recorded in Mal. 4:5, 6. 

Reader: Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 

before the great and terrible day of Yahweh 

comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to 

the children, and the hearts of the children to 

their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth 

with a curse.” 

 

  

 


