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Stewardship 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: A steward is someone whose job is to 

manage the property of another. Our Creator 

God has placed us on this planet to care for his 

creation. We read about that in Gen. 1:26-30. 

Reader: God said, “Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness: and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 

sky, and over the livestock, and over all the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 

on the earth.”  

Reader: God created man in his own image. In 

God’s image he created him; male and female 

he created them. God blessed them. God said to 

them, 

Reader:  “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 

subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, over the birds of the sky, and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth.” God said,  

Reader: “Behold, I have given you every herb 

yielding seed, which is on the surface of all the 

earth, and every tree, which bears fruit yielding 

seed. It will be your food. To every animal of 

the earth, and to every bird of the sky, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, in which 

there is life, I have given every green herb for 

food;” and it was so. 

Comment: And again in Gen. 2:4-17 we read how 

God placed Adam in the midst of the special 

garden he had made and gave him the 

responsibility to care for it. 

 Reader: This is the history of the generations of 

the heavens and of the earth when they were 

created, in the day that Yahweh God made the 

earth and the heavens. No plant of the field was 

yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet 

sprung up; for Yahweh God had not caused it to 

rain on the earth.  

Reader: There was not a man to till the ground, but 

a mist went up from the earth, and watered the 

whole surface of the ground. Yahweh God 

formed man from the dust of the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 

man became a living soul. Yahweh God planted 

a garden eastward, in Eden, and there he put the 

man whom he had formed.  

Reader: Out of the ground Yahweh God made 

every tree to grow that is pleasant to the sight, 

and good for food, including the tree of life in 

the middle of the garden and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.  

Reader: A river went out of Eden to water the 

garden; and from there it was parted, and 

became the source of four rivers.  

Reader: The name of the first is Pishon: it flows 

through the whole land of Havilah, where there 

is gold; and the gold of that land is good. 

Bdellium and onyx stone are also there.  

Reader: The name of the second river is Gihon. It 

is the same river that flows through the whole 

land of Cush.  

Reader: The name of the third river is Hiddekel. 

This is the one which flows in front of Assyria.  

Reader: The fourth river is the Euphrates. 

Reader: Yahweh God took the man, and put him 

into the garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it. 

Yahweh God commanded the man, saying, 

“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 

but you shall not eat of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil; for in the day that 

you eat of it, you will surely die.” 

Comment: The patriarch, Abraham, recognized 

God as the source of his wealth and his ability to 

deliver the people of Sodom from their captors 

by tithing the increase. Genesis 14:17-20 
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Reader: The king of Sodom went out to meet him 

after his return from the slaughter of 

Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 

him, at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s 

Valley). 
 

Reader: Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 

bread and wine: and he was priest of God Most 

High. He blessed him, and said, “Blessed be 

Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven 

and earth: and blessed be God Most High, who 

has delivered your enemies into your hand.” 

Reader: Abram gave him a tenth of all. 

Comment: The patriarchs acknowledged God’s 

ownership by dedicating a portion of their 

possessions to Him. So it was that when Jacob 

was given a vision of God’s presence with him 

that he made a vow that is found in Genesis 

28:10-22 

Reader: Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went 

toward Haran. He came to a certain place, and 

stayed there all night, because the sun had set. 

He took one of the stones of the place, and put it 

under his head, and lay down in that place to 

sleep.  

Reader: He dreamed. Behold, a stairway set upon 

the earth, and its top reached to heaven. Behold, 

the angels of God ascending and descending on 

it. Behold, Yahweh stood above it, and said,  

Reader: “I am Yahweh, the God of Abraham your 

father, and the God of Isaac. The land whereon 

you lie, to you will I give it, and to your 

offspring Your offspring will be as the dust of 

the earth, and you will spread abroad to the 

west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the 

south. In you and in your offspring will all the 

families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am 

with you, and will keep you, wherever you go, 

and will bring you again into this land. For I 

will not leave you, until I have done that which I 

have spoken of to you.” 

Reader: Jacob awakened out of his sleep, and he 

said, “Surely Yahweh is in this place, and I 

didn’t know it.” He was afraid, and said, “How 

dreadful is this place! This is none other than 

God’s house, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

Reader: Jacob rose up early in the morning, and 

took the stone that he had put under his head, 

and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil on its 

top. He called the name of that place Bethel, but 

the name of the city was Luz at the first. Jacob 

vowed a vow, saying,  

Reader: “If God will be with me, and will keep me 

in this way that I go, and will give me bread to 

eat, and clothing to put on, so that I come again 

to my father’s house in peace, and Yahweh will 

be my God, then this stone, which I have set up 

for a pillar, will be God’s house. Of all that you 

will give me I will surely give a tenth to you.” 

Comment: When the Israelites were instructed by 

God to build the portable Tabernacle in the 

wilderness, the people gave willingly. They had 

obtained many articles of silver, gold and 

precious gems from the Egyptians just before 

they left Egypt. The Bible says that they 

“plundered” the Egyptians and now they gave 

so much that they had to be restrained. David 

wanted to build a permanent house for God but 

God said, “No! Your son Solomon will build it.” 

Pay close attention to the account recorded in 1 

Chron. 29:1–19. See how the leaders set an 

example of cheerful giving. 

 Reader: David the king said to all the assembly, 

“Solomon my son, whom alone God has chosen, 

is yet young and tender, and the work is great; 

for the palace is not for man, but for Yahweh 

God.  

Reader: Now I have prepared with all my might for 

the house of my God the gold for the things of 

gold, the silver for the things of silver, the brass 

for the things of brass, iron for the things of 

iron, and wood for the things of wood; also 

onyx stones, stones to be set, stones for inlaid 

work, of various colors, all kinds of precious 

stones, and marble stones in abundance.  

Reader: In addition, because I have set my 

affection on the house of my God, since I have a 

treasure of my own of gold and silver, I give it 

to the house of my God, over and above all that 

I have prepared for the holy house, even three 

thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, 

and seven thousand talents of refined silver, 
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with which to overlay the walls of the houses; of 

gold for the things of gold, and of silver for the 

things of silver, and for all kinds of work to be 

made by the hands of artisans. Who then offers 

willingly to consecrate himself today to 

Yahweh?” 

Reader: Then the princes of the fathers’ 

households, and the princes of the tribes of 

Israel, and the captains of thousands and of 

hundreds, with the rulers over the king’s work, 

offered willingly; and they gave for the service 

of God’s house 

Reader:  of gold five thousand talents and ten 

thousand darics, of silver ten thousand talents, 

of brass eighteen thousand talents, and of iron 

one hundred thousand talents.  

Reader: People with whom precious stones were 

found gave them to the treasure of Yahweh’s 

house, under the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite.  

Reader: Then the people rejoiced, because they 

offered willingly, because with a perfect heart 

they offered willingly to Yahweh; and David the 

king also rejoiced with great joy. Therefore 

David blessed Yahweh before all the assembly; 

and David said, 

Reader:  “You are blessed, Yahweh, the God of 

Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, 

Yahweh, is the greatness, the power, the glory, 

the victory, and the majesty! For all that is in the 

heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 

kingdom, Yahweh, and you are exalted as head 

above all.  

Reader: Both riches and honor come from you, and 

you rule over all! In your hand is power and 

might! It is in your hand to make great, and to 

give strength to all! Now therefore, our God, we 

thank you, and praise your glorious name. 
 

Reader:  But who am I, and what is my people, that 

we should be able to offer so willingly as this? 

For all things come from you, and of your own 

have we given you. For we are strangers before 

you, and foreigners, as all our fathers were. Our 

days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is 

no remaining. Yahweh our God, all this store 

that we have prepared to build you a house for 

your holy name comes from your hand, and is 

all your own.  

Reader: I know also, my God, that you try the 

heart, and have pleasure in uprightness. As for 

me, in the uprightness of my heart I have 

willingly offered all these things. Now have I 

seen with joy your people, who are present here, 

offer willingly to you. 
 

Reader: Yahweh, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 

and of Israel, our fathers, keep this desire 

forever in the thoughts of the heart of your 

people, and prepare their heart for you; and give 

to Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep your 

commandments, your testimonies, and your 

statutes, and to do all these things, and to build 

the palace, for which I have made provision. 

Comment:  When Jerusalem was conquered by 

Babylon Solomon’s temple was destroyed.  

Then when the people were allowed to return 

they built their own houses before the temple 

was restored. Consequently they experienced 

crop failures. These experiences are recounted 

in Haggai 1:1-15. 

 Reader: In the second year of Darius the king, in 

the sixth month, in the first day of the month, 

Yahweh’s word came by Haggai, the prophet, to 

Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, governor of 

Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the 

high priest, saying, 

Reader:  This is what Yahweh of Armies says: 

These people say, ‘The time hasn’t yet come, 

the time for Yahweh’s house to be built.’”Then 

Yahweh’s word came by Haggai, the prophet, 

saying, 

Reader: “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in 

your paneled houses, while this house lies 

waste? Now therefore this is what Yahweh of 

Armies says: Consider your ways. You have 

sown much, and bring in little. You eat, but you 

don’t have enough. You drink, but you aren’t 

filled with drink. You clothe yourselves, but no 

one is warm, and he who earns wages earns 

wages to put them into a bag with holes in it.” 

Reader: This is what Yahweh of Armies says: 

“Consider your ways. Go up to the mountain, 
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bring wood, and build the house. I will take 

pleasure in it, and I will be glorified,” says 

Yahweh. You looked for much, and, behold, it 

came to little; and when you brought it home, I 

blew it away. Why?” says Yahweh of Armies,  

Reader: “Because of my house that lies waste, 

while each of you is busy with his own house. 

Therefore for your sake the heavens withhold 

the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. I 

called for a drought on the land, on the 

mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the 

oil, on that which the ground produces, on men, 

on livestock, and on all the labor of the hands.” 

Reader: Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and 

Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 

with all the remnant of the people, obeyed 

Yahweh, their God’s voice, and the words of 

Haggai, the prophet, as Yahweh, their God, had 

sent him; and the people feared Yahweh. 

Reader: Then Haggai, Yahweh’s messenger, spoke 

Yahweh’s message to the people, saying, “I am 

with you,” says Yahweh. 

Reader: Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, 

the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 

spirit of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 

people; and they came and worked on the house 

of Yahweh of Armies, their God, in the twenty-

fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in 

the second year of Darius the king. 

Comment: Malachi, the last prophet whose 

writings were preserved in the Old Testament 

spoke with great earnestness of the coming of 

the Messiah. He sought to prepare a people for 

that wonderful event. Part of that preparation 

was to call the people back to being faithful 

stewards. Here are his words in Mal. 3:1-12   

Reader:  “Behold, I send my messenger, and he 

will prepare the way before me; and the Lord, 

whom you seek, will suddenly come to his 

temple; and the messenger of the covenant, 

whom you desire, behold, he comes!” says 

Yahweh of Armies. 

Reader:   “But who can endure the day of his 

coming? And who will stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like 

launderer’s soap; and he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of 

Levi, and refine them as gold and silver; and 

they shall offer to Yahweh offerings in 

righteousness. 

Reader:  Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 

will be pleasant to Yahweh, as in the days of 

old, and as in ancient years. I will come near to 

you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 

and against the perjurers, and against those who 

oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, 

and the fatherless, and who deprive the 

foreigner of justice, and don’t fear me,” says 

Yahweh of Armies. 

Reader:  “For I, Yahweh, don’t change; therefore 

you, sons of Jacob, are not consumed. From the 

days of your fathers you have turned aside from 

my ordinances, and have not kept them. Return 

to me, and I will return to you,” says Yahweh of 

Armies.  

Reader:  “But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 
 

Reader:  Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me! But 

you say, ‘ 

Reader:  How have we robbed you?’  

Reader:  In tithes and offerings. You are cursed 

with the curse; for you rob me, even this whole 

nation. Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house, 

and test me now in this,” says Yahweh of 

Armies, “if I will not open you the windows of 

heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 

will not be room enough for (it).  

Reader:  I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, 

and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 

ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit 

before its time in the field,” says Yahweh of 

Armies. 
 
“All nations shall call you blessed, for 

you will be a delightful land,” says Yahweh of 

Armies. 

Comment: In 1 Cor. 9:1-14 the apostle, Paul, 

declares that the minister of the gospel can 

expect to receive tangible support from those 
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they serve even though he, himself, did not 

require that of the Corinthians. He was a tent 

maker and by working that trade supported his 

entire team while they were working in Corinth. 

Today the believers’ tithe goes to support gospel 

ministers and offerings above the tithe support 

the local church work. 

Reader:  Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? 

Haven’t I seen Jesus Christ, our Lord? Aren’t 

you my work in the Lord? If to others I am not 

an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for you are 

the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  

Reader:  My defense to those who examine me is 

this. Have we no right to eat and to drink? Have 

we no right to take along a wife who is a 

believer, even as the rest of the apostles, and the 

brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or have only 

Barnabas and I no right to not work?  

Reader:  What soldier ever serves at his own 

expense? Who plants a vineyard, and doesn’t eat 

of its fruit? Or who feeds a flock, and doesn’t 

drink from the flock’s milk? Do I speak these 

things according to the ways of men? Or doesn’t 

the law also say the same thing? For it is written 

in the law of Moses,  

Reader:  “You shall not muzzle an ox while it 

treads out the grain.” Is it for the oxen that God 

cares, or does he say it assuredly for our sake? 

Yes, it was written for our sake, because he who 

plows ought to plow in hope, and he who 

threshes in hope should partake of his hope.  

Reader:  If we sowed to you spiritual things, is it a 

great thing if we reap your fleshly things? If 

others partake of this right over you, don’t we 

yet more? Nevertheless we did not use this 

right, but we bear all things, that we may cause 

no hindrance to the Good News of Christ.  

Reader:  Don’t you know that those who serve 

around sacred things eat from the things of the 

temple, and those who wait on the altar have 

their portion with the altar? Even so the Lord 

ordained that those who proclaim the Good 

News should live from the Good News. 

Comment: In Matt. 23:16-24 Jesus affirmed the 

principle of returning God’s tithe to the church 

treasury while highlighting the need to show 

mercy and generosity to the needy. 

Reader:  “Woe to you, you blind guides, who say, 

‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; 

but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, 

he is obligated.’ You blind fools! For which is 

greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifies 

the gold? ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is 

nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is 

on it, he is obligated?’  

Reader:  You blind fools! For which is greater, the 

gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift? He 

therefore who swears by the altar, swears by it, 

and by everything on it. He who swears by the 

temple, swears by it, and by him who was living 

in it. He who swears by heaven, swears by the 

throne of God, and by him who sits on it. 

Reader:  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, 

and have left undone the weightier matters of 

the law: justice, mercy, and faith. But you ought 

to have done these, and not to have left the other 

undone. You blind guides, who strain out a gnat, 

and swallow a camel! 

Comment: In Paul’s second letter to the 

Corinthians he shares with them how God has 

helped the churches in Macedonia to give 

generously to relieve the suffering of the church 

in Jerusalem. In this way he was encouraging 

the Corinthians to do likewise. We read in 2 

Cor. 8:1-15: 

Reader:   Moreover, brothers, we make known to 

you the grace of God which has been given in 

the assemblies of Macedonia; how that in much 

proof of affliction the abundance of their joy 

and their deep poverty abounded to the riches of 

their liberality.  

Reader:  For according to their power, I testify, yes 

and beyond their power, they gave of their own 

accord, begging us with much entreaty to 

receive this grace and the fellowship in the 

service to the saints. This was not as we had 

hoped, but first they gave their own selves to the 

Lord, and to us through the will of God.  
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Reader:  So we urged Titus, that as he made a 

beginning before, so he would also complete in 

you this grace. But as you abound in everything, 

in faith, utterance, knowledge, all earnestness, 

and in your love to us, see that you also abound 

in this grace.  

Reader:  I speak not by way of commandment, but 

as proving through the earnestness of others the 

sincerity also of your love.  

Reader:  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 

sakes he became poor, that you through his 

poverty might become rich. I give a judgment in 

this: for this is expedient for you, who were the 

first to start a year ago, not only to do, but also 

to be willing.  

Reader:  But now complete the doing also, that as 

there was the readiness to be willing, so there 

may be the completion also out of your 

ability.
 
For if the readiness is there, it is 

acceptable according to what you have, not 

according to what you don’t have. For this is not 

that others may be eased and you distressed, but 

for equality.  

Reader:  Your abundance at this present time 

supplies their lack, that their abundance also 

may become a supply for your lack; that there 

may be equality. As it is written, “He who 

gathered much had nothing left over, and he 

who gathered little had no lack. 

Comment: In the book of Romans Paul gives us a 

glimpse into how those offerings to relieve the 

Jerusalem saints were going to be delivered to 

them. The principles of transparency and 

accountability in the use of contributions to the 

work of God are illustrated in the following 

passage, .Rom. 15:22-29  

Reader:  Therefore also I was hindered these many 

times from coming to you, but now, no longer 

having any place in these regions, and having 

these many years a longing to come to you, 

whenever I travel to Spain, I will come to you. 

For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be 

helped on my way there by you, if first I may 

enjoy your company for a while.  

Reader:  But now, I say, I am going to Jerusalem, 

serving the saints. For it has been the good 

pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to make a 

certain contribution for the poor among the 

saints who are at Jerusalem. Yes, it has been 

their good pleasure, and they are their debtors.  

Reader:  For if the Gentiles have been made 

partakers of their spiritual things, they owe it to 

them also to serve them in fleshly things. When 

therefore I have accomplished this, and have 

sealed to them this fruit, I will go on by way of 

you to Spain. I know that, when I come to you, I 

will come in the fullness of the blessing of the 

Good News of Christ. 

Comment: Dear reader have you experienced the 

joy and the blessings of being a cheerful giver?  

If not now is the time to begin. You can only 

have that experience if you truly die to self 

every day. When you have a living relationship 

with Jesus, you can trust Him to give you 

wisdom to be a faithful steward of all the 

resources He entrusts to you. By following 

God’s plan of tithing and giving freewill 

offerings you may have victory over selfishness 

and covetousness. You will find great joy in 

helping others and in caring for His creation. 


