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Baptism 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: It is appropriate for us to begin our 

Bible reading on baptism by reading Mark 1:1-8 

Reader: The beginning of the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God. 
 
As it is written in the 

prophets, 

Reader: “Behold, I send my messenger before your 

face, 

    who will prepare your way before you. 
 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

    ‘Make ready the way of the Lord! 

    Make his paths straight!’ 

Reader: John came baptizing in the wilderness and 

preaching the baptism of repentance for 

forgiveness of sins.
 
All the country of Judea and 

all those of Jerusalem went out to him. They 

were baptized by him in the Jordan River, 

confessing their sins.
  

Reader: John was clothed with camel’s hair and a 

leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and 

wild honey. He preached, saying, “After me 

comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down 

and loosen.
 
I baptized you in water, but he will 

baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”  

Comment: For the Israelites the ritual use of water 

for cleansing began when God through Moses 

taught them about literal and spiritual 

uncleanness. A person could become physically 

and thus ceremonially unclean when they had a 

disease or touched a dead body. One of the 

things they were to do to be cleansed was to 

bathe in water. We read in Leviticus 15:13-15: 

Reader: When he who has a discharge is cleansed 

of his discharge, then he shall count to himself 

seven days for his cleansing, and wash his 

clothes; and he shall bathe his flesh in running 

water, and shall be clean. 

Reader: On the eighth day he shall take two 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and come 

before Yahweh to the door of the Tent of 

Meeting, and give them to the priest: and the 

priest shall offer them, the one for a sin offering, 

and the other for a burnt offering. The priest 

shall make atonement for him before Yahweh 

for his discharge. 

Comment: We see then that both water and blood 

were included in this ritual of cleansing. These 

symbolically pointed forward to the coming of 

Jesus who came by ‘water (baptism) and by 

blood (crucifixion). We read about Jesus’ 

baptism in Matthew 3:13-17 

Reader: Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 

Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. But John 

would have hindered him, saying, “I need to be 

baptized by you, and you come to me?” 

Reader: But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Allow 

it now, for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill 

all righteousness.” Then he allowed him 

Reader:
 
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 

directly from the water: and behold, the heavens 

were opened to him. He saw the Spirit of God 

descending as a dove, and coming on him. 
 
Behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Comment: When Jesus was about to leave his 

disciples He gave them this instruction in Matt. 

28:16-20 

Reader: But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, 

to the mountain where Jesus had sent them. 
 
When they saw him, they bowed down to him, 
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but some doubted. 
 
Jesus came to them and 

spoke to them, saying,  

Reader: “All authority has been given to me in 

heaven and on earth. 
 
Go, and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 
teaching them to observe all things that I 

commanded you. Behold, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

Comment: It is helpful to understand the 

significance and meaning of each of the rituals 

that we, as Christians, practice. In Rom 6:1-18 

Paul clearly shows how through the symbol of 

baptism we share in the life, death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

Reader: What shall we say then? Shall we continue 

in sin, that grace may abound? 
 
May it never be! 

We who died to sin, how could we live in it any 

longer?
 

Reader:
 
Or don’t you know that all we who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? We were buried therefore with him 

through baptism to death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, so we also might walk in newness of 

life.
 

Reader:
 
For if we have become united with him in 

the likeness of his death, we will also be part of 

his resurrection;
 
knowing this, that our old man 

was crucified with him, that the body of sin 

might be done away with, so that we would no 

longer be in bondage to sin.
 

Reader: For he who has died has been freed from 

sin. But if we died with Christ, we believe that 

we will also live with him; knowing that Christ, 

being raised from the dead, dies no more. Death 

no more has dominion over him!
 

Reader:
 
For the death that he died, he died to sin 

one time; but the life that he lives, he lives to 

God. Thus consider yourselves also to be dead 

to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Reader:

 
Therefore don’t let sin reign in your 

mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

Also, do not present your members to sin as 

instruments of unrighteousness, but present 

yourselves to God, as alive from the dead, and 

your members as instruments of righteousness 

to God.
 

Reader: For sin will not have dominion over you. 

For you are not under law, but under grace. 
 
What then? Shall we sin, because we are not 

under law, but under grace?  

Reader: May it never be! Don’t you know that 

when you present yourselves as servants and 

obey someone, you are the servants of 

whomever you obey; whether of sin to death, or 

of obedience to righteousness?
 

Reader: But thanks be to God, that, whereas you 

were bondservants of sin, you became obedient 

from the heart to that form of teaching to which 

you were delivered. Being made free from sin, 

you became bondservants of righteousness. 

Comment: On the day of Pentecost the apostles, 

following Jesus’ instruction, baptized about 

3,000 new believers. Peter’s sermon is recorded 

in Acts 2:22-47. 

Reader:  Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man approved by God to you by 

mighty works and wonders and signs which 

God did by him among you, even as you 

yourselves know, him, being delivered up by the 

determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, 

you have taken by the hand of lawless men, 

crucified and killed; whom God raised up, 

having freed him from the agony of death, 

because it was not possible that he should be 

held by it. For David says concerning him, 

Reader: I saw the Lord always before my face, 

    For he is on my right hand, that I should not 

be moved. Therefore my heart was glad, and my 

tongue rejoiced.    Moreover my flesh also will 

dwell in hope;
 
because you will not leave my 

soul in Hades,  neither will you allow your Holy 

One to see decay. You made known to me the 
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ways of life.    You will make me full of 

gladness with your presence.’ 

Reader: Brothers, I may tell you freely of the 

patriarch David, that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 
 

Reader: Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing 

that God had sworn with an oath to him that of 

the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, he 

would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 
 
he 

foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of 

the Christ, that neither was his soul left in 

Hades, nor did his flesh see decay.
 

Reader: This Jesus God raised up, to which we all 

are witnesses. Being therefore exalted by the 

right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 

poured out this, which you now see and hear. 

For David didn’t ascend into the heavens, but he 

says himself, 

Reader: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by my 

right hand, until I make your enemies a 

footstool for your feet.” 

Reader: Let all the house of Israel therefore know 

certainly that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Reader: Now when they heard this, they were cut 

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Reader:
 
Peter said to them, “Repent, and be 

baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 

promise is to you, and to your children, and to 

all who are far off, even as many as the Lord our 

God will call to himself.” With many other 

words he testified, and exhorted them, saying, 

“Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation!” 

Reader: Then those who gladly received his word 

were baptized. There were added that day about 

three thousand souls. 

Reader:
 
They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 

teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and prayer. Fear came on every soul, and 

many wonders and signs were done through the 

apostles.
 

Reader: All who believed were together, and had 

all things in common. They sold their 

possessions and goods, and distributed them to 

all, according as anyone had need. 

Reader:
 
Day by day, continuing steadfastly with 

one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at 

home, they took their food with gladness and 

singleness of heart, praising God, and having 

favor with all the people. The Lord added to the 

assembly day by day those who were being 

saved. 

 Comment: Notice how, following their baptism, 

the new believers, “continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and prayer.” They had a new 

life that totally replaced the old. The apostle 

Paul described that new life in Col. 2:6-15. 

 Reader: As therefore you received Christ Jesus, 

the Lord, walk in him, rooted and built up in 

him, and established in the faith, even as you 

were taught, abounding in it in thanksgiving.
 

Reader: Be careful that you don’t let anyone rob 

you through his philosophy and vain deceit, 

after the tradition of men, after the elements of 

the world, and not after Christ.
 

Reader:
 
For in him all the fullness of the Godhead 

dwells bodily, and in him you are made full, 

who is the head of all principality and power; in 

whom you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision not made with hands, in the 

putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh, in 

the circumcision of Christ;
 

Reader:
 
having been buried with him in baptism, in 

which you were also raised with him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised him 

from the dead. You were dead through your 

trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh.  



15-Baptism 
 

4 

Reader: He made you alive together with him, 

having forgiven us all our trespasses, wiping out 

the handwriting in ordinances which was against 

us; and he has taken it out of the way, nailing it 

to the cross; having stripped the principalities 

and the powers, he made a show of them 

openly, triumphing over them in it 

Comment: The great apostle Paul tells the story of 

his own conversion and baptism in Acts 22:9-

16. 

Reader:  Those who were with me indeed saw the 

light and were afraid, but they didn’t understand 

the voice of him who spoke to me. I said,  

Reader: ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ The Lord said to 

me, 

Reader:  ‘Arise, and go into Damascus. There you 

will be told about all things which are appointed 

for you to do.’
 

Reader:
 
When I couldn’t see for the glory of that 

light, being led by the hand of those who were 

with me, I came into Damascus. One Ananias, a 

devout man according to the law, well reported 

of by all the Jews who lived in Damascus,
 
came 

to me, and standing by me said to me,  

Reader: ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ In that 

very hour I looked up at him. He said, ‘The God 

of our fathers has appointed you to know his 

will, and to see the Righteous One, and to hear a 

voice from his mouth. For you will be a witness 

for him to all men of what you have seen and 

heard. Now why do you wait? Arise, be 

baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on 

the name of the Lord.’ 

Comment: Wherever the gospel was preached new 

believers were baptized. In Acts 16:13-33 we 

read the story of Paul and his traveling band of 

missionaries when they arrived in Philippi. 

Reader: On the Sabbath day we went outside of the 

city by a riverside, where we supposed there 

was a place of prayer, and we sat down, and 

spoke to the women who had come together.
 

Reader: A certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 

purple, of the city of Thyatira, one who 

worshiped God, heard us; whose heart the Lord 

opened to listen to the things which were spoken 

by Paul. When she and her household were 

baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into 

my house, and stay.” So she persuaded us. 

Reader:
 
As we were going to prayer, a certain girl 

having a spirit of divination met us, who 

brought her masters much gain by fortune 

telling. Following Paul and us, she cried out, 

“These men are servants of the Most High God, 

who proclaim to us a way of salvation!” She 

was doing this for many days. 

Reader: But Paul, becoming greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in 

the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” It 

came out that very hour.
 

Reader: But when her masters saw that the hope of 

their gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas, 

and dragged them into the marketplace before 

the rulers. When they had brought them to the 

magistrates, they said, “These men, being Jews, 

are agitating our city, and advocate customs 

which it is not lawful for us to accept or to 

observe, being Romans.” 

Reader:
 
The multitude rose up together against 

them, and the magistrates tore their clothes off 

of them, and commanded them to be beaten 

with rods. When they had laid many stripes on 

them, they threw them into prison, charging the 

jailer to keep them safely, who, having received 

such a command, threw them into the inner 

prison, and secured their feet in the stocks. 

Reader: But about midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there 

was a great earthquake, so that the foundations 

of the prison were shaken; and immediately all 

the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds 

were loosened.
 



15-Baptism 
 

5 

Reader: The jailer, being roused out of sleep and 

seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 

prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a 

loud voice, saying, “Don’t harm yourself, for we 

are all here!” 

Reader: He called for lights, sprang in, fell down 

trembling before Paul and Silas, brought them 

out, and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?” 

Reader: They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 

household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to 

him, and to all who were in his house. 

Reader:
 
He took them the same hour of the night, 

and washed their stripes, and was immediately 

baptized, he and all his household. He brought 

them up into his house, and set food before 

them, and rejoiced greatly, with all his 

household, having believed in God. 

Comment: The story of the Ethiopian eunuch 

illustrates the need for Bible instruction before 

baptism. It is recorded in Acts 8;26-40. 

 
 
Reader: But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, 

saying, “Arise, and go toward the south to the 

way that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. 

This is a desert.” 

Reader:
 
He arose and went; and behold, there was a 

man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 

under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 

was over all her treasure, who had come to 

Jerusalem to worship. He was returning and 

sitting in his chariot, and was reading the 

prophet Isaiah. 

Reader: The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and 

join yourself to this chariot.” 

Reader:
 
Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 

Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 

Reader:
 
He said, “How can I, unless someone 

explains it to me?” He begged Philip to come up 

and sit with him. Now the passage of the 

Scripture which he was reading was this, 

Reader: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter. 

    As a lamb before his shearer is silent, 

    so he doesn’t open his mouth. 

In his humiliation, his judgment was taken 

away. 

    Who will declare His generation? 

    For his life is taken from the earth.” 

Reader:
 
The eunuch answered Philip, “Who is the 

prophet talking about? About himself, or about 

someone else?” 

Reader:
 
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 

from this Scripture, preached to him Jesus. As 

they went on the way, they came to some water, 

and the eunuch said, “Behold, here is water. 

What is keeping me from being baptized?” 

Reader:
 
He commanded the chariot to stand still, 

and they both went down into the water, both 

Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

Reader: When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, and the 

eunuch didn’t see him any more, for he went on 

his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at 

Azotus. Passing through, he preached the Good 

News to all the cities, until he came to Caesarea. 

Comment: In conclusion we can say that baptism 

(immersion in water) is a symbol of one’s union 

with Christ, the forgiveness of sins, and the 

reception of the Holy Spirit. It follows a 

confession of faith in Jesus with evidence of 

repentance of sin. Every aspect of the “born-

again” Christian’s new life is in harmony with 

Jesus. New believers become full-time disciples 

of Jesus with the goal of inviting others to know 

Jesus too.  

Dear friend, if you have not experienced that 

new life, filled with the Holy Spirit, determine 

now that you will make that transforming 

confession of faith in Jesus as your Savior.  


