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Remnant and its Mission 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: When wickedness abounds God always 

has those who are faithful to Him, Noah is one 

and then there is the story of Elijah. He had 

cooperated with God in announcing a great 

famine and for 3 years it did not rain. At the end 

of that time God sent him to King Ahab to 

confront the king and the priests of Baal. On 

Mount Carmel, before all the people, God 

showed his power and the people once more 

acknowledged Yahweh as the true God and the 

priests of Baal were killed. Let’s pick up the 

story in 1 Kings 19. 

Reader: Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, 

and how he had killed all the prophets with the 

sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, 

saying, 

Reader:  “So let the gods do to me, and more also, 

if I don’t make your life as the life of one of 

them by tomorrow about this time!” 

Reader: When he saw that, he arose, and ran for his 

life, and came to Beersheba, which belongs to 

Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself 

went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and 

came and sat down under a juniper tree.  

Reader: Then he requested for himself that he 

might die, and said, “It is enough. Now, O 

Yahweh, take away my life; for I am not better 

than my fathers.” 

Reader: He lay down and slept under a juniper tree; 

and behold, an angel touched him, and said to 

him, “Arise and eat!” 

Reader: He looked, and behold, there was at his 

head a cake baked on the coals, and a jar of 

water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 

Yahweh’s angel came again the second time, 

and touched him, and said, “Arise and eat, 

because the journey is too great for you.” 

Reader:  He arose, and ate and drank, and went in 

the strength of that food forty days and forty 

nights to Horeb, God’s Mountain. He came to a 

cave there, and camped there; and behold, 

Yahweh’s word came to him, and he said to 

him,  

Reader: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

Reader: He said, “I have been very jealous for 

Yahweh, the God of Armies; for the children of 

Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown 

down your altars, and killed your prophets with 

the sword. I, even I only, am left; and they seek 

my life, to take it away.” 

Reader: He said, “Go out, and stand on the 

mountain before Yahweh.” 

Reader: Behold, Yahweh passed by, and a great 

and strong wind tore the mountains, and broke 

in pieces the rocks before Yahweh; but Yahweh 

was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 

earthquake; but Yahweh was not in the 

earthquake. After the earthquake a fire passed; 

but Yahweh was not in the fire.  

Reader: After the fire, there was a still small voice. 
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When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 

his mantle, went out, and stood in the entrance 

of the cave. Behold, a voice came to him, and 

said,  

Reader: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

Reader: He said, “I have been very jealous for 

Yahweh, the God of Armies; for the children of 

Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown 

down your altars, and killed your prophets with 

the sword. I, even I only, am left; and they seek 

my life, to take it away.” 

Reader: Yahweh said to him, “Go, return on your 

way to the wilderness of Damascus. When you 

arrive, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 
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Anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi to be king over 

Israel; and anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat of 

Abel Meholah to be prophet in your place.  

Reader: He who escapes from the sword of Hazael, 

Jehu will kill; and he who escapes from the 

sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. Yet I reserved 

seven thousand in Israel, all the knees of which 

have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth which 

has not kissed him.” 

Comment: In times of great apostasy the remnant is 

relatively small and sometimes easily 

overlooked. Even prophets, as great as Elijah, 

can be so egocentric that they fail to see the true 

in heart. In modern times the universal church is 

composed of all who truly believe in Christ, but 

in the last days, a time of widespread apostasy, a 

remnant has been called out to keep the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. In 

Revelation. 12:13-17; we see how, in the 

Middle Ages, the faithful church (the woman) 

was to be persecuted but preserved. 

Reader: When the dragon saw that he was thrown 

down to the earth, he persecuted the woman 

who gave birth to the male child. Two wings of 

the great eagle were given to the woman, that 

she might fly into the wilderness to her place, so 

that she might be nourished for a time, and 

times, and half a time, from the face of the 

serpent. 

Reader: The serpent spewed water out of his mouth 

after the woman like a river, that he might cause 

her to be carried away by the stream. The earth 

helped the woman, and the earth opened its 

mouth and swallowed up the river which the 

dragon spewed out of his mouth.  

Reader: The dragon grew angry with the woman, 

and went away to make war with the rest of her 

offspring,
[a]

 who keep God’s commandments 

and hold Jesus’ testimony. 

Comment: Revelation 14:1-16 describes a remnant 

of “called-out-ones” who had gone through 

great trials but who had been victorious. 

Reader: I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on 

Mount Zion, and with him a number, one 

hundred forty-four thousand, having his name, 

and the name of his Father, written on their 

foreheads.
 

Reader:
 
I heard a sound from heaven, like the 

sound of many waters, and like the sound of a 

great thunder. The sound which I heard was like 

that of harpists playing on their harps. They sing 

a new song before the throne, and before the 

four living creatures and the elders. No one 

could learn the song except the one hundred 

forty-four thousand, those who had been 

redeemed out of the earth.
 

Reader: These are those who were not defiled with 

women, for they are virgins. These are those 

who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These 

were redeemed by Jesus from among men, the 

first fruits to God and to the Lamb. In their 

mouth was found no lie, for they are blameless. 

Comment: John continues by recording the 

messages of three angels who were announcing 

the time of the judgment and directing everyone 

who dwells on the earth to worship the Creator. 

They proclaim the fall of “Babylon” and the 

appearance of a remnant “who keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

Reader: I saw an angel flying in mid heaven, 

having an eternal Good News to proclaim to 

those who dwell on the earth, and to every 

nation, tribe, language, and people. He said with 

a loud voice,  

Reader: “Fear the Lord, and give him glory; for the 

hour of his judgment has come. Worship him 

who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and the 

springs of waters!” 

Reader: Another, a second angel, followed, saying, 

“Babylon the great has fallen, which has made 

all the nations to drink of the wine of the wrath 

of her sexual immorality.” 

Reader: Another angel, a third, followed them, 

saying with a great voice,  

Reader: “If anyone worships the beast and his 

image, and receives a mark on his forehead, or 

on his hand, he also will drink of the wine of the 

wrath of God, which is prepared unmixed in the 
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cup of his anger. He will be tormented with fire 

and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels, 

and in the presence of the Lamb.  

Reader: The smoke of their torment goes up 

forever and ever. They have no rest day and 

night, those who worship the beast and his 

image, and whoever receives the mark of his 

name. Here is the patience of the saints, those 

who keep the commandments of God, and the 

faith of Jesus.” 

Reader: I heard the voice from heaven saying, 

“Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the 

Lord from now on.’” 

Reader: “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest 

from their labors; for their works follow with 

them.” 

Comment: This is followed by a brief 

representation of the harvest. That is the time 

when the remnant of “called-out-ones”, the 

wheat, are separated from the tares. 

Reader: I looked, and behold, a white cloud; and 

on the cloud one sitting like a son of man,
[b]

 

having on his head a golden crown, and in his 

hand a sharp sickle.  

Reader: Another angel came out of the temple, 

crying with a loud voice to him who sat on the 

cloud, “Send your sickle, and reap; for the hour 

to reap has come; for the harvest of the earth is 

ripe!” He who sat on the cloud thrust his sickle 

on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

Comment:  Revelation 18:1-5 in graphic detail 
characterizes the wickedness of Babylon and its 
fall. Then, the remnant, those who are loyal to 
God are urged to come out of Babylon. 

Reader: After these things, I saw another angel 
coming down out of the sky, having great 
authority. The earth was illuminated with his 
glory. He cried with a mighty voice, saying, 

Reader:  “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and 
she has become a habitation of demons, a 
prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of 
every unclean and hateful bird! For all the 

nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
her sexual immorality, the kings of the earth 
committed sexual immorality with her, and the 
merchants of the earth grew rich from the 
abundance of her luxury.” 

Reader: I heard another voice from heaven, saying, 

“Come out of her, my people, that you have no 

participation in her sins, and that you don’t 

receive of her plagues, for her sins have reached 

to the sky, and God has remembered her 

iniquities.  

Comment: Paul in 2 Cor. 5:10,11; and Jude both 

remind us that we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ. Paul wrote – 

Reader: For we must all be revealed before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that each one may 
receive the things in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we 
persuade men, but we are revealed to God; and 
I hope that we are revealed also in your 
consciences. 

Comment:  And Jude 3-15 says-  

Reader: Beloved, while I was very eager to write to 

you about our common salvation, I was 

constrained to write to you exhorting you to 

contend earnestly for the faith which was once 

for all delivered to the saints.
  

Reader: For there are certain men who crept in 

secretly, even those who were long ago written 

about for this condemnation: ungodly men, 

turning the grace of our God into indecency, and 

denying our only Master, God, and Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

Reader: Now I desire to remind you, though you 

already know this, that the Lord, having saved a 

people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 

destroyed those who didn’t believe. Angels who 

didn’t keep their first domain, but deserted their 

own dwelling place, he has kept in everlasting 

bonds under darkness for the judgment of the 

great day.
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Reader:
 
Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 

cities around them, having, in the same way as 

these, given themselves over to sexual 

immorality and gone after strange flesh, are 

shown as an example, suffering the punishment 

of eternal fire.
  

Reader: Yet in the same way, these also in their 

dreaming defile the flesh, despise authority, and 

slander celestial beings. But Michael, the 

archangel, when contending with the devil and 

arguing about the body of Moses, dared not 

bring against him an abusive condemnation, but 

said, “May the Lord rebuke you!”
  

Reader: But these speak evil of whatever things 

they don’t know. They are destroyed in these 

things that they understand naturally, like the 

creatures without reason. 
 

Reader: Woe to them! For they went in the way of 

Cain, and ran riotously in the error of Balaam 

for hire, and perished in Korah’s rebellion. 

These are hidden rocky reefs in your love feasts 

when they feast with you, shepherds who 

without fear feed themselves; clouds without 

water, carried along by winds; autumn leaves 

without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 

roots; wild waves of the sea, foaming out their 

own shame; wandering stars, for whom the 

blackness of darkness has been reserved forever. 

Reader: About these also Enoch, the seventh from 

Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord 

came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to 

execute judgment on all, and to convict all the 

ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which 

they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the 

hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken 

against him.”  

Comment: Since we are living in the time of 

atonement, Peter gives us some very practical 

advice on holy living. We read in 1 Peter 1:3-

21- 

Reader: Therefore prepare your minds for action,[a] 
be sober, and set your hope fully on the grace 
that will be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ— as children of obedience, not 
conforming yourselves according to your 

former lusts as in your ignorance, but just as he 
who called you is holy, you yourselves also be 
holy in all of your behavior;  

Reader: because it is written, “You shall be holy; 
for I am holy.” If you call on him as Father, who 
without respect of persons judges according to 
each man’s work, pass the time of your living as 
foreigners here in reverent fear: knowing that 
you were redeemed, not with corruptible 
things, with silver or gold, from the useless way 
of life handed down from your fathers, 

Reader: but with precious blood, as of a faultless 
and pure lamb, the blood of Christ; who was 
foreknown indeed before the foundation of the 
world, but was revealed at the end of times for 
your sake, who through him are believers in 
God, who raised him from the dead, and gave 
him glory; so that your faith and hope might be 
in God. 

Comment: Peter continues his advice in 2 Peter 

3:1-14 by reminding us to pay attention to what 

happened in the past and how God has dealt 

with wickedness. By doing so the remnant will 

not be caught be surprise when Jesus comes. 

Reader: This is now, beloved, the second letter that 

I have written to you; and in both of them I stir 

up your sincere mind by reminding you; that 

you should remember the words which were 

spoken before by the holy prophets, and the 

commandments of us, the apostles of the Lord 

and Savior:
 

Reader: knowing this first, that in the last days 

mockers will come, walking after their own 

lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of his 

coming? For, from the day that the fathers fell 

asleep, all things continue as they were from the 

beginning of the creation.”
 

Reader: For this they willfully forget, that there 

were heavens from of old, and an earth formed 

out of water and amid water, by the word of 

God;
 
by which means the world that then was, 

being overflowed with water, perished. But the 

heavens that now are, and the earth, by the same 

word have been stored up for fire, being 
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reserved against the day of judgment and 

destruction of ungodly men. 
 

Reader: But don’t forget this one thing, beloved, 

that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day.
 
The 

Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as 

some count slowness; but is patient with us, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all 

should come to repentance. 
 

Reader: But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night; in which the heavens will pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements will 

be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and 

the works that are in it will be burned up.
 

Reader: Therefore since all these things will be 

destroyed like this, what kind of people ought 

you to be in holy living and godliness, looking 

for and earnestly desiring the coming of the day 

of God, which will cause the burning heavens to 

be dissolved, and the elements will melt with 

fervent heat? But, according to his promise, we 

look for new heavens and a new earth, in which 

righteousness dwells. 

Reader: Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look 

for these things, be diligent to be found in 

peace, without defect and blameless in his sight. 

Comment:  Finally, in Revelation. 21:1-14, a 
wonderful promise is made to the faithful 
“called-out-ones.”  

Reader: I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth have passed 
away, and the sea is no more. I saw the holy 
city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared like a bride 
adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice 
out of heaven saying,  

Reader: “Behold, God’s dwelling is with people, 
and he will dwell with them, and they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. He will wipe away from them 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no 
more; neither will there be mourning, nor 

crying, nor pain, any more. The first things have 
passed away.” 

Reader: He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I 

am making all things new.” He said, “Write, for 

these words of God are faithful and true.” He 

said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give 

freely to him who is thirsty from the spring of 

the water of life. 
7  

Reader: He who overcomes, I will give him these 

things. I will be his God, and he will be my son. 

But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners, 

abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their part is in 

the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is 

the second death.” 

Reader: One of the seven angels who had the seven 

bowls, who were loaded with the seven last 

plagues came, and he spoke with me, saying, 

“Come here. I will show you the wife, the 

Lamb’s bride.”
 

Reader:
 
He carried me away in the Spirit to a great 

and high mountain, and showed me the holy 

city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God,
 
having the glory of God. Her light 

was like a most precious stone, as if it were a 

jasper stone, clear as crystal; having a great and 

high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates 

twelve angels; and names written on them, 

which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 

children of Israel.  

Reader:
 
On the east were three gates; and on the 

north three gates; and on the south three gates; 

and on the west three gates. The wall of the city 

had twelve foundations, and on them twelve 

names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. 

Comment:  Friend, won’t you choose to be a 

follower of the Lamb? Jesus promised that 

whoever comes to Him he will not cast out. The 

path will not be easy.  There will be much self-

denial but the reward is certain and worth it all. 


