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The Church 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: Even though Adam and Eve sinned and 
were banished from their garden home, they and 
some of their descendents were loyal to God. 
Before the flood they were called the” Sons of 
God” in contrast to the “Sons of Men” Noah and 
his family were  part of those loyal to God and 
were the only ones who survived the flood. 
Others were laid to rest or translated (Enoch) 
before the flood. God has always had his 
faithful ones and one of those was Abram. We 
read in Genesis 12:1-3: 

Reader:  Now Yahweh said to Abram, “Leave your 
country, and your relatives, and your father’s 
house, and go to the land that I will show you. I 
will make of you a great nation. I will bless you 
and make your name great.  

Reader: You will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and I will curse him who curses 
you. All the families of the earth will be blessed 
through you.” 

Comment: You can say that those faithful ones 
make up His church – the called out ones. What 
is God’s purpose for calling out His faithful 
ones? He calls them so that “All the families of 
the earth will be blessed through” them. Notice 
how Stephen, in his last sermon recorded in 
Acts 7:35-40, presents Moses as a type of 
Christ, a ruler and deliverer. Moses, as God’s 
representative called the Israelites out of 
Egyptian bondage. (The World English Bible 
uses the word assembly for church.) 

Reader: This Moses, whom they refused, saying, 
‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—God has 
sent him as both a ruler and a deliverer by the 
hand of the angel who appeared to him in the 
bush.

 

Reader: This man led them out, having worked 
wonders and signs in Egypt, in the Red Sea, and 
in the wilderness for forty years. This is that 
Moses, who said to the children of Israel, ‘The 
Lord our God will raise up a prophet for you 
from among your brothers, like me.’

[i][j]
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Reader:
 
This is he who was in the assembly in the 

wilderness with the angel that spoke to him on 
Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, who received 
living revelations to give to us, to whom our 
fathers wouldn’t be obedient, but rejected him, 
and turned back in their hearts to Egypt, saying 
to Aaron, ‘Make us gods that will go before us, 
for as for this Moses, who led us out of the land 
of Egypt, we don’t know what has become of 
him.’

 

Comment: It seems that God’s “called out ones” 
have a hard time remaining faithful. It is for this 
reason that He places within the church 
individuals with spiritual gifts. (Eph. 4:11-16) 

Reader: He gave some to be apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
shepherds and teachers; for the perfecting of the 
saints, to the work of serving, to the building up 
of the body of Christ;

 

Reader:
 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
full grown man, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ; that we may no longer be 
children, tossed back and forth and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error;

 

Reader:
 
but speaking truth in love, we may grow 

up in all things into him, who is the head, 
Christ; from whom all the body, being fitted and 
knit together through that which every joint 
supplies, according to the working in measure of 
each individual part, makes the body increase to 
the building up of itself in love. 

Comment: The human body appropriately 
illustrates how the church consisting of many 
different members can be united in purpose and 
love for Jesus. This becomes especially 
important when people of different languages, 
ethnicities and cultures are brought together. 
Reading from Eph 3:1-21: 

Reader:   For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of 
Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles,

 
if it is so 
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that you have heard of the administration of that 
grace of God which was given me toward you; 
how that by revelation the mystery was made 
known to me, as I wrote before in few words, by 
which, when you read, you can perceive my 
understanding in the mystery of Christ;

 

Reader: which in other generations was not made 
known to the children of men, as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
in the Spirit; that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
and fellow members of the body, and fellow 
partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus through 
the Good News, of which I was made a servant, 
according to the gift of that grace of God which 
was given me according to the working of his 
power. 

 

Reader: To me, the very least of all saints, was this 
grace given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all 
men see what is the administration of the 
mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, 
who created all things through Jesus Christ;

 

Reader: to the intent that now through the assembly 
the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known to the principalities and the powers in the 
heavenly places, according to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; in whom we have boldness and access in 
confidence through our faith in him. Therefore I 
ask that you may not lose heart at my troubles 
for you, which are your glory. 

Reader: For this cause, I bow my knees to the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth is named, 
that he would grant you, according to the riches 
of his glory, that you may be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in the inward man;

 

Reader: that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; to the end that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may be strengthened to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the width 
and length and height and depth, and to know 
Christ’s love which surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

  

Reader: Now to him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to him 
be the glory in the assembly and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

Comment: While traveling with his disciples in a 
foreign country Jesus told his disciples that His 
church would be formed by those who confess 
that Jesus is the Christ. (Matt. 16:13-21) 

Reader: 
 
Now when Jesus came into the parts of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of 
Man, am?” 

Reader: They said, “Some say John the Baptizer, 
some, Elijah, and others, Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets.” 

Reader: He said to them, “But who do you say that 
I am?” 

Reader: Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven.  

Reader: I also tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my assembly, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give to 
you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will have been 
bound in heaven; and whatever you release on 
earth will have been released in heaven.” 

Reader: Then he commanded the disciples that 
they should tell no one that he was Jesus the 
Christ.

 
From that time, Jesus began to show his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things from the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and the third day be 
raised up. 

Comment: However the Christian church was not 
really launched until the eleven disciples were 
finally converted after Jesus’ resurrection. In 
Matt. 28:16-20 we read that Jesus met them 
after His resurrection, as He had promised, and 
sent them to all the world with His gospel of 
peace. 

Reader:  But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, 
to the mountin where Jesus had sent them. 
When they saw him, they bowed down to him, 
but some doubted.

 

Reader: Jesus came to them and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to me in 
heaven and on earth. Go, and make disciples of 
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all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I 
commanded you. Behold, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

Comment: Jesus not only offers His church 
salvation but gave practical ways for a diversity 
of believers to be united in peace. In Matt. 
18:15-20 we read: 

Reader:  If your brother sins against you, go, show 
him his fault between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained back your 
brother. But if he doesn’t listen, take one or two 
more with you, that at the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established. 

Reader:
 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

assembly. If he refuses to hear the assembly 
also, let him be to you as a Gentile or a tax 
collector. Most certainly I tell you, whatever 
things you bind on earth will have been bound 
in heaven, and whatever things you release on 
earth will have been released in heaven.  

Reader: Again, assuredly I tell you, that if two of 
you will agree on earth concerning anything that 
they will ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father who is in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there I am in 
the middle of them.” 

Comment: At first the church was made up of Jews 
but very soon Gentiles, who were shunned by 
Jews, were accepted into the fellowship of 
believers in Jesus. In Eph. 2:11-22 Paul explains 
how this is possible. 

Reader: Therefore remember that once you, the 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
“uncircumcision” by that which is called 
“circumcision”, (in the flesh, made by hands); 
that you were at that time separate from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of the promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world.  

Reader: But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off are made near in the blood of 
Christ.

 

Reader:
 
For he is our peace, who made both one, 

and broke down the middle wall of partition, 
having abolished in the flesh the hostility, the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances, 

that he might create in himself one new man of 
the two, making peace; and might reconcile 
them both in one body to God through the cross, 
having killed the hostility thereby. 

Reader: He came and preached peace to you who 
were far off and to those who were near. 

18 
For 

through him we both have our access in one 
Spirit to the Father.

 

Reader: So then you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God, being built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the chief cornerstone; 
in whom the whole building, fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom 
you also are built together for a habitation of 
God in the Spirit. 

Comment: An important function of the church is 
to encourage one-another. In Eph. 1:15 23 Paul 
gives us an example of how to do this. We 
should express appreciation for each other in 
our diversity and pray for one another. 

Reader: For this cause I also, having heard of the 
faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and 
the love which you have toward all the saints, 
don’t cease to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers, hat the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him;

 

Reader:
 
having the eyes of your hearts

 
enlightened, 

that you may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what are the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to that working of the 
strength of his might 

 

Reader: which he worked in Christ, when he raised 
him from the dead, and made him to sit at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
rule, and authority, and power, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this 
age, but also in that which is to come.

  

Reader: He put all things in subjection under his 
feet, and gave him to be head over all things for 
the assembly, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all.
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Comment: Christ is the head of the church (the 
assembly) and gave himself totally so that she 
will be “holy and without defect. Let’s read 
Eph.5:25-27. 

Reader: Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the assembly, and gave himself up 
for it; that he might sanctify it, having cleansed 
it by the washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the assembly to himself 
gloriously, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without defect. 

Comment: Praying for one another is a vital 
function of the church. In Col. 1:9-20 we find 
Paul’s testimony. 

Reader: For this cause, we also, since the day we 
heard this, don’t cease praying and making 
requests for you, that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding,

 

Reader:
 
that you may walk worthily of the Lord, to 

please him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; strengthened with all power, according to 
the might of his glory,  

Reader: for all endurance and perseverance with 
joy; giving thanks to the Father, who made us fit 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light; who delivered us out of the power of 
darkness, and translated us into the Kingdom of 
the Son of his love;

 

Reader:
 
in whom we have our redemption,

[b]
 the 

forgiveness of our sins; who is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For 
by him all things were created, in the heavens 
and on the earth, things visible and things 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers; all things have been 
created through him, and for him.

 

Reader: He is before all things, and in him all 
things are held together. He is the head of the 
body, the assembly, who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the preeminence.

 

Reader:
 
For all the fullness was pleased to dwell in 

him; and through him to reconcile all things to 
himself, by him, whether things on the earth, or 

things in the heavens, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross. 

Comment: The Body of Christ, His Church, has the 
privilege and responsibility of being Jesus’ 
representative in a broken world. United in love 
and open to His Spirit’s convicting and 
cleansing power the Church will fulfill its 
mission. See Heb. 10:16-25. 

Reader: This is the covenant that I will make with 
them: After those days,’ says the Lord, 
‘I will put my laws on their heart, 
    I will also write them on their mind;’ “then he 
says, 

Reader: I will remember their sins and their 
iniquities no more.” 

Reader:
 
Now where remission of these is, there is 

no more offering for sin. Having therefore, 
brothers, boldness to enter into the holy place by 
the blood of Jesus, by the way which he 
dedicated for us, a new and living way, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having a 
great priest over God’s house,

 

Reader:
 
let’s draw near with a true heart in fullness 

of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and having our body washed with 
pure water, let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering; for he who promised is 
faithful. 

Reader: Let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good works, not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as the custom of 
some is, but exhorting one another; and so much 
the more, as you see the Day approaching. 

Comment:  How is it with you, dear friend? Are 
you a full participant in a fellowship in which 
you not only receive encouragement but are also 
encouraging others to “love and good works?” 
Do you take every opportunity to worship with 
others? Do you arrive early for your 
appointments with your Creator God? When 
you do this you will know great joy in your 
walk with Jesus. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.+1&version=WEB#fen-WEB-29481b

