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Growing in Christ 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

Comment:  The person who has accepted Jesus as 

their personal Savior recognizes that on the 

cross Jesus was victorious over all evil forces. 

Even though He was sinless He refused to save 

himself choosing rather to die the sinner’s 

eternal death. This makes it possible for the 

believer to be freed from the condemnation of 

their past sins to walk in a new way. Ps 1:1, 2 

says 

Reader: Blessed is the man who doesn’t walk in 

the counsel of the wicked, 

    nor stand on the path of sinners, 

    nor sit in the seat of scoffers; 

Reader: but his delight is in Yahweh’s law. 

    On his law he meditates day and night. 

 He will be like a tree planted by the streams of 

water, 

    that produces its fruit in its season, 

Comment: This new relationship with Jesus is a 

daily, moment by moment walking with Him. 

The Psalmist describes that relationship in Ps. 

23:3,4. 

Reader:  He restores my soul. 

    He guides me in the paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, 

Reader: I will fear no evil, for you are with me. 

Your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

Comment: Sometimes our relationship with Jesus 

is strained and our experience might be like that 

described in Ps.77:7-12. 

Reader:  Will the Lord reject us forever? 

    Will he be favorable no more? 

Has his loving kindness vanished forever? 

    Does his promise fail for generations? 

Has God forgotten to be gracious? 

    Has he, in anger, withheld his compassion?” 

Selah 

Reader:Then I thought, “I will appeal to this: 

    the years of the right hand of the Most High.” 

I will remember Yah’s deeds; 

    for I will remember your wonders of old. 

I will also meditate on all your work, 

    and consider your doings. 

Comment: The apostle Paul was filled with love 

for people desiring that everyone would have 

the opportunity to know Jesus as Savior and 

Lord. This was especially true for those who 

had accepted Jesus through his preaching and 

teaching. Notice how many aspects of the 

Christian’s life he touches in his instructions to 

the Colossians in chapter 1:13-15 and 2:6,7. 

 Reader: For this cause, we also, since the day we 

heard this, don’t cease praying and making 

requests for you, that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 

and understanding,
 

Reader:
 
that you may walk worthily of the Lord, to 

please him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 

good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 

God; strengthened with all power, according to 

the might of his glory, for all endurance and 

perseverance with joy;
 

Reader: giving thanks to the Father, who made us 

fit to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 

in light; who delivered us out of the power of 

darkness, and translated us into the Kingdom of 

the Son of his love; in whom we have our 

redemption, the forgiveness of our sins; who is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation. 

Reader: As therefore you received Christ Jesus, the 

Lord, walk in him,
 
rooted and built up in him, 
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and established in the faith, even as you were 

taught, abounding in it in thanksgiving. 

Comment: One time Jesus sent 70 of his disciples 

out, two by two, to the towns and villages where 

He was about to visit. They were to proclaim 

that the Kingdom of God was near. The results 

are recorded in Luke 10:17-20. 

Reader: The seventy returned with joy, saying, 

“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 

name!” 

Reader: He said to them, “I saw Satan having 

fallen like lightning from heaven. Behold, I give 

you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, 

and over all the power of the enemy. Nothing 

will in any way hurt you. 
 

Reader: Nevertheless, don’t rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your 

names are written in heaven.” 

Comment: In this we are assured that in the name 

of Jesus we can have victory over all the forces 

of evil in our lives. But this does require 

watchfulness and the encouragement of others 

as we share in the recounting of how God has 

helped us. See Eph. 5:15-21 and 6:10-20. 

Reader: Therefore watch carefully how you walk, 

not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, 

because the days are evil. Therefore don’t be 

foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is. 
 

Reader: Don’t be drunken with wine, in which is 

dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 

speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs; singing, and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always 

concerning all things in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father; subjecting 

yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ. 

Reader: Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the 

strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil. 
 

Reader: For our wrestling is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the principalities, against the 

powers, against the world’s rulers of the 

darkness of this age, and against the spiritual 

forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
 

Reader: Therefore put on the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to withstand in the evil 

day, and, having done all, to stand.
 

Reader:
 
Stand therefore, having the utility belt of 

truth buckled around your waist, and having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness, and having 

fitted your feet with the preparation of the Good 

News of peace; above all, taking up the shield of 

faith, with which you will be able to quench all 

the fiery darts of the evil one. 
 

Reader: And take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

with all prayer and requests, praying at all times 

in the Spirit, and being watchful to this end in 

all perseverance and requests for all the saints: 

on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me 

in opening my mouth, to make known with 

boldness the mystery of the Good News, for 

which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I 

may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

Comment: Notice that as we pray for one another 

(the saints) we should especially remember 

those who are leaders in the church. Jesus 

prayed for the unity of believers and in 1 Thess. 

5:13-23 we are instructed to be at peace with 

each other. 

Reader: Be at peace among yourselves. We exhort 

you, brothers, admonish the disorderly, 

encourage the faint-hearted, support the weak, 

be patient toward all. See that no one returns 

evil for evil to anyone, but always follow after 

that which is good, for one another, and for all. 

Reader: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In 

everything give thanks, for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus toward you. Don’t quench 

the Spirit. Don’t despise prophesies. Test all 

things, and hold firmly that which is good. 

Abstain from every form of evil. 
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Reader: May the God of peace himself sanctify you 

completely. May your whole spirit, soul, and 

body be preserved blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reader: and in 2 Peter 2:4-9 we read; 
 
For if God 

didn’t spare angels when they sinned, but cast 

them down to Tartarus, and committed them to 

pits of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 

and didn’t spare the ancient world, but 

preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of 

righteousness, when he brought a flood on the 

world of the ungodly;
 

Reader: and turning the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to 

destruction, having made them an example to 

those who would live ungodly; and delivered 

righteous Lot, who was very distressed by the 

lustful life of the wicked
 

Reader: (for that righteous man dwelling among 

them, was tormented in his righteous soul from 

day to day with seeing and hearing lawless 

deeds): the Lord knows how to deliver the godly 

out of temptation and to keep the unrighteous 

under punishment for the day of judgment; 

Comment:  Following this introduction Peter draws 

this valuable conclusion in 2 Peter 3:14-18. 

Reader:  Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look 

for these things, be diligent to be found in 

peace, without defect and blameless in his sight. 

Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; 

even as our beloved brother Paul also, according 

to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you; as 

also in all of his letters, speaking in them of 

these things.  

Reader: In those, there are some things that are 

hard to understand, which the ignorant and 

unsettled twist, as they also do to the other 

Scriptures, to their own destruction. You 

therefore, beloved, knowing these things 

beforehand, beware, lest being carried away 

with the error of the wicked,  you fall from your 

own steadfastness.
 

Reader:
 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 

glory both now and forever. Amen. 

Comment: In writing to the Corinthians and the 

Philippians Paul picks up on this theme of 

growing in Christ. He identifies the Spirit as 

being the transforming agent and the glory and 

love of Christ as the motivating power. Reading 

2 Cor. 3:17, 18, and Phil. 3:7-14 we find 

Reader: Now the Lord is the Spirit and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, 

with unveiled face seeing the glory of the Lord 

as in a mirror, are transformed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as from the 

Lord, the Spirit. 

Reader: However, I consider those things that were 

gain to me as a loss for Christ. Yes most 

certainly, and I count all things to be a loss for 

the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, 

my Lord, for whom I suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them nothing but refuse, that I 

may gain Christ and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own, that which is of the 

law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness which is from God by faith;
 

Reader: that I may know him, and the power of his 

resurrection, and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, becoming conformed to his death; if 

by any means I may attain to the resurrection 

from the dead. Not that I have already obtained, 

or am made perfect ; but I press on, if it is so 

that I may take hold of that for which also I was 

taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 

Reader:  Brothers, I don’t regard myself as yet 

having taken hold, but one thing I do. Forgetting 

the things which are behind, and stretching 

forward to the things which are before, I press 

on toward the goal for the prize of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Comment: As Jesus was preparing his disciples to 

be the leaders of His fledgling Church He gave 

them this instruction in Matt 20:25-28. 
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Reader: But Jesus summoned them, and said, “You 

know that the rulers of the nations lord it over 

them, and their great ones exercise authority 

over them. It shall not be so among you, but 

whoever desires to become great among you 

shall be your servant. Whoever desires to be 

first among you shall be your bondservant, even 

as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 

Comment: then He personally demonstrated this 

principal of leadership when they were all 

together at His last Passover meal with them. 

We read in John 13:1-17 

Reader: Now before the feast of the Passover, 

Jesus, knowing that his time had come that he 

would depart from this world to the Father, 

having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end.
 

Reader:
 
During supper, the devil having already 

put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 

to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father 

had given all things into his hands, and that he 

came from God, and was going to God, arose 

from supper, and laid aside his outer garments.  

Reader: He took a towel, and wrapped a towel 

around his waist. Then he poured water into the 

basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and 

to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 

around him. Then he came to Simon Peter. He 

said to him, 

Reader:  “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, “You don’t know 

what I am doing now, but you will understand 

later.” 

Reader: Peter said to him, “You will never wash 

my feet!” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, “If I don’t wash you, 

you have no part with me.” 

Reader: Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my 

feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 

Reader: Jesus said to him, “Someone who has 

bathed only needs to have his feet washed, but is 

completely clean. You are clean, but not all of 

you.” For he knew him who would betray him, 

therefore he said, “You are not all clean.”
 

Reader:
 
So when he had washed their feet, put his 

outer garment back on, and sat down again, he 

said to them, “ 

Reader: Do you know what I have done to you? 

You call me, ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ You say so 

correctly, for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 

to wash one another’s feet.
 

Reader:
 
For I have given you an example, that you 

also should do as I have done to you. Most 

certainly I tell you, a servant is not greater than 

his lord, neither one who is sent greater than he 

who sent him. If you know these things, blessed 

are you if you do them.  

Comment: On the evening of the day of His 

resurrection Jesus appears to his disciples and 

conveys on them the same mission that He had 

received from His Father. He also empowers 

them with the Holy spirit. John 20:19-22 

Reader: When therefore it was evening, on that 

day, the first day of the week, and when the 

doors were locked where the disciples were 

assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood in the middle, and said to them, “Peace be 

to you.” 

Reader: When he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. The disciples therefore were 

glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus therefore 

said to them again, “Peace be to you. As the 

Father has sent me, even so I send you.” When 

he had said this, he breathed on them, and said 

to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit!  

Comment: Gal 5:19-26 contrasts the deeds of the 

flesh and the fruit of the Spirit. 
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Reader: Now the deeds of the flesh are obvious, 

which are: adultery, sexual immorality, 

uncleanness, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery, 

hatred, strife, jealousies, outbursts of anger, 

rivalries, divisions, heresies, envy, murders, 

drunkenness, orgies, and things like these; of 

which I forewarn you, even as I also forewarned 

you, that those who practice such things will not 

inherit God’s Kingdom. 

Reader: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 

gentleness, and self-control. Against such things 

there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 

have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

lusts. If we live by the Spirit, let’s also walk by 

the Spirit. Let’s not become conceited, 

provoking one another, and envying one 

another. 

Comment: Those who are fully committed to Jesus 

will have the same confidence expressed by 

Paul in Rom 8:35-39: 

Reader:
 
Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Could oppression, or anguish, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? Even as it is written, “For your sake we 

are killed all day long. We were accounted as 

sheep for the slaughter.”
 

Reader: No, in all these things, we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other created thing, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader:  And in Heb 10:19-25.- Having therefore, 

brothers, boldness to enter into the holy place by 

the blood of Jesus, by the way which he 

dedicated for us, a new and living way, through 

the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having a 

great priest over God’s house, let’s draw near 

with a true heart in fullness of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 

having our body washed with pure water, let us 

hold fast the confession of our hope without 

wavering; for he who promised is faithful. 

Reader: Let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good works, not forsaking 

our own assembling together, as the custom of 

some is, but exhorting one another; and so much 

the more, as you see the Day approaching. 

Comment: In this new freedom in Jesus, we are 

called to grow into the likeness of His character, 

communing with Him daily in prayer, feeding 

on His Word, meditating on it and on His 

providence, singing His praises, gathering 

together for worship, and participating in the 

mission of the Church. What can you do to be 

more fully engaged with your church family? 


