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Jesus: Life, Death and Resurrection 

Bible Readings from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: .Jesus Christ is not doubt the most 

influential and yet the most controversial person 

who ever lived on planet earth. Why? Who is 

He? He was miraculously conceived so that he 

was both the Son of God and the Son of Man.  

The story, his birth and childhood, is briefly told 

by Luke in chapters 1-3. He records the message 

of the angels to the shepherds in Luke 2:10-12 

in this way: 

Reader: Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you 

good news of great joy which will be to all the 

people. For there is born to you today, in 

David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

This is the sign to you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a feeding 

trough.  

Comment: When he was 12 years old his parents 

took him to the temple. His encounter  with the 

teachers left all who heard him amazed. Luke 

2:47-52 

Reader: All who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. When they saw 

him, they were astonished, and his mother said 

to him,  

Reader: “Son, why have you treated us this way? 

Behold, your father and I were anxiously 

looking for you.” 

Reader: He said to them, “Why were you looking 

for me? Didn’t you know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?”
 

Reader: They didn’t understand the saying which 

he spoke to them. And he went down with them, 

and came to Nazareth. He was subject to them, 

and his mother kept all these sayings in her 

heart.
 

Reader: And Jesus increased in wisdom and 

stature, and in favor with God and men. 

Comment: Luke continues the story in chapters 3 

& 4. He began his ministry by being baptized by 

John and then going to the wilderness where he 

was tempted by Satan.  This encounter, recorded 

in Luke 4:1-13, highlights how he met those 

temptations without sinning. 

Reader: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from 

the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the 

devil. He ate nothing in those days. Afterward, 

when they were completed, he was hungry. 
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Reader: The devil said to him, “If you are the Son 

of God, command this stone to become bread.” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, 

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word of God.” 

Reader: The devil, leading him up on a high 

mountain, showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world in a moment of time. The devil said to 

him,  

Reader: “I will give you all this authority, and their 

glory, for it has been delivered to me; and I give 

it to whomever I want. If you therefore will 

worship before me, it will all be yours.” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, “Get behind me 

Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 

Lord your God, and you shall serve him only.’” 
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Reader: He led him to Jerusalem, and set him on 

the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, “If 

you are the Son of God, cast yourself down 

from here, for it is written, 

Reader: ‘He will put his angels in charge of you, to 

guard you; and,  

On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest perhaps you dash your foot against a stone.’ 

Reader:
 
Jesus answering, said to him, “It has been 

said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” 

Reader:
 
When the devil had completed every 

temptation, he departed from him until another 

time. 

Comment:  Luke 4:16-30 also records how Jesus 

began his ministry by going home.  

Reader: Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit 

into Galilee, and news about him spread through 

all the surrounding area. 
 
He taught in their 

synagogues, being glorified by all. 

Reader:
 
He came to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up. He entered, as was his custom, into 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up 

to read. The book of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. He opened the book, and found 

the place where it was written, 

Reader: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me to preach good 

news to the poor. 

He has sent me to heal the broken hearted,
[e]

 

to proclaim release to the captives, 

recovering of sight to the blind, 

to deliver those who are crushed, 

and to proclaim the acceptable year of the 

Lord.” 

Reader He closed the book, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fastened on him. He began to 

tell them, “Today, this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Reader: All testified about him, and wondered at 

the gracious words which proceeded out of his 

mouth, and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

Reader:
 
He said to them, “Doubtless you will tell 

me this parable, Physician, heal yourself! 

Whatever we have heard done at Capernaum, do 

also here in your hometown.’”  

Reader: He said, “Most certainly I tell you, no 
prophet is acceptable in his hometown. But truly 
I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in 
the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up 
three years and six months, when a great famine 
came over all the land. Elijah was sent to none 
of them, except to Zarephath, in the land of 
Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. There 
were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha 
the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed, 
except Naaman, the Syrian.” 

Reader:
 
They were all filled with wrath in the 

synagogue, as they heard these things. 
 
They 

rose up, threw him out of the city, and led him 
to the brow of the hill that their city was built 
on, that they might throw him off the cliff. 
30 

But he, passing through the middle of them, 
went his way. 

Comment:  From beginning to end Jesus was faced 
with opposition and after three and a half years 
it came to a climax at the cross. Multiple 
prophecies in the Old Testament predicted so 
many unique aspects of Jesus’ life and death 
that one is almost forced to conclude that He 
was the Promised One. The graphic portrayal of 
his death in Isaiah 53 is especially moving. 

Reader: Who has believed our message? 
    To whom has the arm of Yahweh been 
revealed? 
For he grew up before him as a tender plant, 
    and as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no good looks or majesty. 
    When we see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. 

Reader: He was despised, 
    and rejected by men; 
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a man of suffering, 
    and acquainted with disease. 
He was despised as one from whom men hide 
their face; 
    and we didn’t respect him. 

Reader:
 
Surely he has borne our sickness, 

    and carried our suffering; 
yet we considered him plagued, 
    struck by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions. 
    He was crushed for our iniquities. 

Reader: The punishment that brought our peace 

was on him; 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray. 

    Everyone has turned to his own way; 

    and Yahweh has laid on him the iniquity of us 

all. 

Reader: He was oppressed, 

    yet when he was afflicted he didn’t open his 

mouth. 

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep that before its shearers is 

silent, 

    so he didn’t open his mouth. 

Reader: He was taken away by oppression and 

judgment; 

    and as for his generation, 

    who considered that he was cut off out of the 

land of the living 

    and stricken for the disobedience of my 

people? 

They made his grave with the wicked, 

    and with a rich man in his death; 

although he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Reader:
 
Yet it pleased Yahweh to bruise him. 

    He has caused him to suffer. 

When you make his soul an offering for sin, 

    he will see his offspring. 

He will prolong his days, 

    and Yahweh’s pleasure will prosper in his 

hand. 

Reader: After the suffering of his soul, 

    he will see the light and be satisfied. 

My righteous servant will justify many by the 

knowledge of himself; 

    and he will bear their iniquities. 

Reader: Therefore will I give him a portion with 

the great, 

    and he will divide the plunder with the strong; 

because he poured out his soul to death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Comment:  Jesus summarized his mission when 

speaking with Nicodemus in John 3:16, 17. 

Reader: 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish, but have eternal life. For 

God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge 

the world, but that the world should be saved 

through him. 

Comment:  Peter in his first letter chapter 2 verses 

18-25 gave counsel to slaves who had become 

believers in this way showing how Jesus did not 

sin even when tormented. 

Reader: Servants, be in subjection to your masters 

with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, 

but also to the wicked. For it is commendable if 

someone endures pain, suffering unjustly, 

because of conscience toward God. 
20 

Reader:
 
For what glory is it if, when you sin, you 

patiently endure beating? But if, when you do 

well, you patiently endure suffering, this is 

commendable with God. For to this you were 

called, because Christ also suffered for us, 

leaving you an example, that you should follow 

his steps, who did not sin, “neither was deceit 

found in his mouth.”
 

Reader:
 
Who, when he was cursed, didn’t curse 

back. When he suffered, didn’t threaten, but 

committed himself to him who judges 

righteously; who his own self bore our sins in 

his body on the tree, that we, having died to 

sins, might live to righteousness; by whose 

stripes you were healed. For you were going 
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astray like sheep; but now have returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Comment:  The Apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 15:1-23 

summarizes what he considered to be the most 

important realities of the gospel. The following 

are excerpts from that chapter. 

Reader: Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good 

News which I preached to you, which also you 

received, in which you also stand, by which also 

you are saved, if you hold firmly the word 

which I preached to you—unless you believed 

in vain.  

Reader: For I delivered to you first of all that 

which I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared 

to Cephas, then to the twelve.
 

Reader:
 
Then he appeared to over five hundred 

brothers at once, most of whom remain until 

now, but some have also fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and 

last of all, as to the child born at the wrong time, 

he appeared to me also.
 

Reader:
 
For I am the least of the apostles, who is 

not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the assembly of God. But by the 

grace of God I am what I am. His grace which 

was given to me was not futile, but I worked 

more than all of them; yet not I, but the grace of 

God which was with me. Whether then it is I or 

they, so we preach, and so you believed. 

Reader:
 
Now if Christ is preached, that he has been 

raised from the dead, how do some among you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But 

if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither 

has Christ been raised. If Christ has not been 

raised, then our preaching is in vain, and your 

faith also is in vain.
 

Reader: Yes, we are found false witnesses of God, 

because we testified about God that he raised up 

Christ, whom he didn’t raise up, if it is so that 

the dead are not raised. For if the dead aren’t 

raised, neither has Christ been raised. If Christ 

has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are 

still in your sins. Then they also who are fallen 

asleep in Christ have perished. If we have only 

hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men 

most pitiable. 

Reader:
 
But now Christ has been raised from the 

dead. He became the first fruits of those who are 

asleep. For since death came by man, the 

resurrection of the dead also came by man. For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be 

made alive. But each in his own order: Christ 

the first fruits, then those who are Christ’s, at 

his coming.  

Comment:  In writing his second letter to the 

Corinthians chapter 5 verses 13 to 21 Paul gives 

his reason for his unquenchable excitement for 

telling about Jesus. In so doing he affirms that 

Jesus lived a sinless life. 

Reader: 
 
For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God. Or if we are of sober mind, it is for you. 

For the love of Christ constrains us; because we 

judge thus, that one died for all, therefore all 

died. He died for all, that those who live should 

no longer live to themselves, but to him who for 

their sakes died and rose again.  

Reader: Therefore we know no one after the flesh 

from now on. Even though we have known 

Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him so 

no more. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old things have passed away. 

Behold, all things have become new. 

Reader: But all things are of God, who reconciled 

us to himself through Jesus Christ, and gave to 

us the ministry of reconciliation; namely, that 

God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, 

and having committed to us the word of 

reconciliation.
 

Reader: We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of 

Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we 
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beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For him who knew no sin he made to be 

sin on our behalf; so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

Comment:  In his letter to the Romans Paul 

repeatedly emphasizes the theme that we can be 

given the righteousness of God because Jesus 

lived a sinless life but died for us the death we 

deserve, total and eternal separation from God. 

But because He was sinless the grave could not 

hold him.  Nowhere is that more clear than in 

Romans 4:18-25 

Reader: 
 
Besides hope, Abraham in hope believed, 

to the end that he might become a father of 

many nations, according to that which had been 

spoken,  

Reader: “So will your offspring be.” 
 
Without 

being weakened in faith, he didn’t consider his 

own body, already having been worn out, (he 

being about a hundred years old), and the 

deadness of Sarah’s womb. Yet, looking to the 

promise of God, he didn’t waver through 

unbelief, but grew strong through faith, giving 

glory to God, and being fully assured that what 

he had promised, he was also able to perform. 
 

Reader:
 
Therefore it also was “credited to him for 

righteousness. Now it was not written that it was 

accounted to him for his sake alone, but for our 

sake also, to whom it will be accounted, who 

believe in him who raised Jesus, our Lord, from 

the dead, who was delivered up for our 

trespasses, and was raised for our justification. 

Comment:  The apostle John begins the 2
nd

 chapter 
of his first letter with the very same message, 
that by transforming faith in Jesus anyone in the 
entire world can be saved. He wrote in verses 1-
6. 

Reader: My little children, I write these things to 
you so that you may not sin. If anyone sins, we 
have a Counselor with the Father, Jesus Christ, 
the righteous. And he is the atoning sacrifice

[b]
 

for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 
the whole world. 

Reader: This is how we know that we know him: if 
we keep his commandments. One who says, “I 
know him,” and doesn’t keep his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn’t in 
him. But whoever keeps his word, God’s love 
has most certainly been perfected in him. 

Reader:  This is how we know that we are in him: 
he who says he remains in him ought himself 
also to walk just like he walked. 

Comment:  John explains what this means in 
practical terms in 1 John 4:7-15. 

Reader: Beloved, let us love one another, for love 

is of God; and everyone who loves has been 

born of God, and knows God. He who doesn’t 

love doesn’t know God, for God is love.  

Reader: By this God’s love was revealed in us, that 

God has sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. In this is 

love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 

us, and sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice
 
for 

our sins.  

Reader:
 
Beloved, if God loved us in this way, we 

also ought to love one another. No one has seen 

God at any time. If we love one another, God 

remains in us, and his love has been perfected in 

us. 

Reader:
 
By this we know that we remain in him 

and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father 

has sent the Son as the Savior of the world. 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God remains in him, and he in God.  

Comment: Paul shows in Colossians 2:6-15 that 
just as circumcision was given to Abraham as a 
sign of his faith relationship with God those 
who accept Jesus as Lord are circumcised in the 
heart being delivered from bondage to their 
sinful nature. 

Reader: 
 
As therefore you received Christ Jesus, the 

Lord, walk in him,
 
rooted and built up in him, 

and established in the faith, even as you were 
taught, abounding in it in thanksgiving. Be 
careful that you don’t let anyone rob you 
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through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the elements of the world, 
and not after Christ.

 

Reader:
 
For in him all the fullness of the Godhead 

dwells bodily, and in him you are made full, 
who is the head of all principality and power; in 
whom you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision not made with hands, in the 
putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh, in 
the circumcision of Christ; having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the working of 
God, who raised him from the dead.

 

Reader:
 
You were dead through your trespasses 

and the uncircumcision of your flesh. He made 
you alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses, wiping out the handwriting in 
ordinances which was against us; and he has 
taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross; 
having stripped the principalities and the 
powers, he made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it. 

Comment: The hymn of praise in Philippians 2:5-

11 written by Paul under the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit proclaims that in the end Jesus will 

be Lord of all. 

Reader: 
 
Have this in your mind, which was also in 

Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, 

didn’t consider equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of 

a servant, being made in the likeness of men. 
 

Reader: And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, 

yes, the death of the cross. 
 

Reader: Therefore God also highly exalted him, 

and gave to him the name which is above every 

name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of those in heaven, those on earth, 

and those under the earth, and that every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 

Comment: This is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophesy-(Isa. 53:12) 

Reader: Therefore will I give him a portion with 

the great, 

    and he will divide the plunder with the strong; 

because he poured out his soul to death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Comment:  Friend, how is it with you? Have you 

given yourself, your inner most self, fully to 

Him? If you have then please share that with 

someone near you and pray together for the 

filling of God’s Spirit. If you haven’t, but want 

to, now is the time. Tell someone of your 

decision and pray together for Jesus to 

strengthen your resolve to follow Him.  


