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Nature of Man 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

Comment: Man and woman were made in the 

image of God with individuality, the power and 

freedom to think and to do. Though created free 

beings, each is an indivisible unity of body, 

mind, and spirit, dependent upon God for life 

and breath and all else. Genesis 1:26-28 gives 

this account of the creation of people, 

Reader: God said, “Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness: and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 

sky, and over the livestock, and over all the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 

on the earth. 

Reader:” God created man in his own image. In 

God’s image he created him; male and female 

he created them.
 

Reader: God blessed them. God said to them, “Be 

fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. 

Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 

birds of the sky, and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth.” 

Comment: This simple account establishes, for 

those who will believe, the origin of mankind 

and explains our capacity to think, feel and 

create.  But what is the source of life? Gen. 2:7 

says 

Reader: 
 
Yahweh God formed man from the dust of 

the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

Comment: Without that breath of life we would be 

nothing more than a very detailed manikin. The 

breath of life was originally given by God and 

He continues to give it to every living being. 

Paul acknowledged this when he visited Athens 

as recorded in Acts 17:22-31.. 

Reader: Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus, 

and said, “You men of Athens, I perceive that 

you are very religious in all things. For as I 

passed along, and observed the objects of your 

worship, I found also an altar with this 

inscription: ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ What 

therefore you worship in ignorance, this I 

announce to you.  

Reader: The God who made the world and all 

things in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, 

doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands, 

neither is he served by men’s hands, as though 

he needed anything, seeing he himself 

ALL Readers:  gives to all life and breath, and all 

things.
 

Reader:
 
He made from one blood every nation of 

men to dwell on all the surface of the earth, 

having determined appointed seasons, and the 

boundaries of their dwellings, that they should 

seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out 

for him and find him, though he is not far from 

each one of us. 

All Reader: For in him we live, and move, and 

have our being.’ 

Reader: As some of your own poets have said, ‘For 

we are also his offspring.’ Being then the 

offspring of God, we ought not to think that the 

Divine Nature is like gold, or silver, or stone, 

engraved by art and design of man. 
 
The times 

of ignorance therefore God overlooked. But 

now he commands that all people everywhere 

should repent, because he has appointed a day in 

which he will judge the world in righteousness 

by the man whom he has ordained; of which he 

has given assurance to all men, in that he has 

raised him from the dead. 

Comment: Adam and Eve chose to follow the 

“Serpent’s” suggestion and thus isolated 

themselves from God, the source of life. We 

find the story in Genesis 3.. 

Reader:   Now the serpent was more subtle than 

any animal of the field which Yahweh God had 

made. He said to the woman,  
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Reader: “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat of 

any tree of the garden?’” 

Reader: The woman said to the serpent,  

Reader: “We may eat fruit from the trees of the 

garden, but not the fruit of the tree which is in 

the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You 

shall not eat of it. You shall not touch it, lest 

you die.’” 

Reader: The serpent said to the woman, “You 

won’t surely die, for God knows that in the day 

you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Reader: When the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 

one wise, she took some of its fruit, and ate; and 

she gave some to her husband with her, and he 

ate it, too. 
7 

Reader:
 
Their eyes were opened, and they both 

knew that they were naked. They sewed fig 

leaves together, and made coverings for 

themselves.
 

Reader:
 
They heard Yahweh God’s voice walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 

and his wife hid themselves from the presence 

of Yahweh God among the trees of the garden. 

Reader: Yahweh God called to the man, and said to 

him, “Where are you?” 

Reader: The man said, “I heard your voice in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 

and I hid myself.” 

Reader: God said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 

Reader: The man said, “The woman whom you 

gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.” 

Reader: Yahweh God said to the woman, “What 

have you done?” 

Reader: The woman said, “The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate.” 

Reader: Yahweh God said to the serpent, 

Reader: “Because you have done this,     you are 

cursed above all livestock,     and above every 

animal of the field. You shall go on your belly 

    and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 

I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and her offspring. 

He will bruise your head,     and you will bruise 

his heel.” 

Reader: To the woman he said, 

Reader: “I will greatly multiply your pain in 

childbirth.     In pain you will bear children. 

Your desire will be for your husband,     and he 

will rule over you.” 

Reader: To Adam he said, 

Reader: “Because you have listened to your wife’s 

voice,     and ate from the tree,     about which I 

commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of 

it,’     the ground is cursed for your sake. You 

will eat from it with much labor all the days of 

your life.    It will yield thorns and thistles to 

you;     and you will eat the herb of the field. By 

the sweat of your face will you eat bread until 

you return to the ground,     for out of it you 

were taken. For you are dust,     and to dust you 

shall return.” 

Reader: The man called his wife Eve because she 

would be the mother of all the living. Yahweh 

God made coats of animal skins for Adam and 

for his wife, and clothed them. 

Reader: Yahweh God said, “Behold, the man has 

become like one of us, knowing good and evil. 

Now, lest he reach out his hand, and also take of 

the tree of life, and eat, and live forever...”  

Reader: Therefore Yahweh God sent him out from 

the garden of Eden, to till the ground from 

which he was taken. So he drove out the man; 

and he placed cherubim at the east of the garden 

of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 

every way, to guard the way to the tree of life 
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Comment: All of Adam’s descendants share in 

Adam’s fate – lacking access to the tree of life 

we all die.   But when considering all God’s 

created works the Psalmist declared in Ps. 8:3-

9.: 

Reader: When I consider your heavens, the work of 

your fingers,     the moon and the stars, which 

you have ordained;  

Reader: what is man, that you think of him? 

    What is the son of man, that you care for 

him? 

Reader: For you have made him a little lower than 

God,     and crowned him with glory and honor. 

Reader: You make him ruler over the works of 

your hands.     You have put all things under his 

feet: 

Reader:
 
All sheep and cattle,     yes, and the 

animals of the field,  The birds of the sky, the 

fish of the sea,     and whatever passes through 

the paths of the seas.  

Reader: Yahweh, our Lord,     how majestic is your 

name in all the earth! 

Comment: This marvelous view of humanity’s 

place in creation must be kept in perspective, for 

we are fallen, sinful creatures.  So much so that 

after the flood God said- (Gen. 8:21) 

Reader: “I will not again curse the ground any 

more for man’s sake because the imagination of 

man’s heart is evil from his youth. I will never 

again strike every living thing, as I have done. 

Comment:  David acknowledged the same thing in 

his payer for forgiveness in Ps. 51:1-5 

Reader: Have mercy on me, God, according to 

your loving kindness.     According to the 

multitude of your tender mercies, blot out my 

transgressions. 
 

Reader: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity. 

    Cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 

transgressions.     My sin is constantly before 

me. 
 

Reader: Against you, and you only, have I sinned, 

    and done that which is evil in your sight; that 

you may be proved right when you speak,     and 

justified when you judge. 
 

Reader: Behold, I was born in iniquity.     In sin my 

mother conceived me  

Comment: In Romans 5:12-21 Paul contrasts the 

hopelessly sinful condition of humanity and its 

consequence, death, with the hope of 

deliverance from both sin and its consequence 

through Jesus. 

Reader: 
 
Therefore as sin entered into the world 

through one man, and death through sin; and so 

death passed to all men, because all sinned. 

Reader: 
 
For until the law, sin was in the world; but 

sin is not charged when there is no law. 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until 

Moses, even over those whose sins weren’t like 

Adam’s disobedience, who is a foreshadowing 

of him who was to come. 

Reader: 
  
But the free gift isn’t like the trespass. For 

if by the trespass of the one the many died, 

much more did the grace of God, and the gift by 

the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound 

to the many.   

Reader: 
 
The gift is not as through one who sinned: 

for the judgment came by one to condemnation, 

but the free gift came of many trespasses to 

justification. For if by the trespass of the one, 

death reigned through the one; so much more 

will those who receive the abundance of grace 

and of the gift of righteousness reign in life 

through the one, Jesus Christ.  

Reader: 
 
So then as through one trespass, all men 

were condemned; even so through one act of 

righteousness, all men were justified to life.  

Reader: 
 
For as through the one man’s 

disobedience many were made sinners, even so 

through the obedience of the one, many will be 

made righteous. 

Reader: 
 
 The law came in besides, that the trespass 

might abound; but where sin abounded, grace 
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abounded more exceedingly; that as sin reigned 

in death, even so grace might reign through 

righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 Comment:  That deliverance is clearly portrayed in 

2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

Reader: For the love of Christ constrains us; 

because we judge thus, that one died for all, 

therefore all died. He died for all, that those who 

live should no longer live to themselves, but to 

him who for their sakes died and rose again.  

Reader: Therefore we know no one after the flesh 

from now on. Even though we have known 

Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him so 

no more.  

Reader: Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old things have passed away. 

Behold, all things have become new.  

Reader: But all things are of God, who reconciled 

us to himself through Jesus Christ, and gave to 

us the ministry of reconciliation; namely, that 

God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, 

and having committed to us the word of 

reconciliation.  

Reader: We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of 

Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we 

beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For him who knew no sin he made to be 

sin on our behalf; so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

Comment:  We were created for the glory of God, 

and are called to love Him and one another, and 

to care for our environment. However because 

of our sinful nature we naturally live contrary to 

that ideal.  Consider Jesus’ disciples, James and 

John.   In Mark 3:17 Jesus called them “sons of 

thunder” Why? Notice Jesus’ instructions in 

Luke 9:1-6, when he sent them out to share the 

good news. 

Reader: He called the twelve together, and gave 

them power and authority over all demons, and 

to cure diseases. He sent them out to preach 

God’s Kingdom and to heal the sick. He said to 

them, “Take nothing for your journey—neither 

staffs, nor wallet, nor bread, nor money; neither 

have two coats apiece. Into whatever house you 

enter, stay there, and depart from there. As 

many as don’t receive you, when you depart 

from that city, shake off even the dust from your 

feet for a testimony against them.” 

Reader: They departed, and went throughout the 

villages, preaching the Good News, and healing 

everywhere. 

Comment:  Notice their response when a few days 

later a Samaritan town rejected them. (Luke 

9:51-56) 

Reader: It came to pass, when the days were near 

that he should be taken up, he intently set his 

face to go to Jerusalem, and sent messengers 

before his face. They went, and entered into a 

village of the Samaritans, so as to prepare for 

him. They didn’t receive him, because he was 

traveling with his face set towards Jerusalem. 

Reader:  When his disciples, James and John, saw 

this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 

command fire to come down from the sky, and 

destroy them, just as Elijah did?” 

Reader: But he turned and rebuked them, “You 

don’t know of what kind of spirit you are. For 

the Son of Man didn’t come to destroy men’s 

lives, but to save them. They went to another 

village. 

Comment:  Not many days later we find this 

episode recorded in Mark 10:35-45 

Reader: 
 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 

came near to him, saying, “Teacher, we want 

you to do for us whatever we will ask.” 

Reader: He said to them, “What do you want me to 

do for you?” 

Reader: They said to him, “Grant to us that we may 

sit, one at your right hand, and one at your left 

hand, in your glory.” 
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Reader: But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know 

what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 

cup that I drink, and to be baptized with the 

baptism that I am baptized with?” 

Reader: They said to him, “We are able.” 

Reader: Jesus said to them, “You shall indeed 

drink the cup that I drink, and you shall be 

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with; but to sit at my right hand and at my left 

hand is not mine to give, but for whom it has 

been prepared.” 

Reader: When the ten heard it, they began to be 

indignant towards James and John. 

Reader: Jesus summoned them, and said to them, 

“You know that they who are recognized as 

rulers over the nations lord it over them, and 

their great ones exercise authority over them. 

But it shall not be so among you, but whoever 

wants to become great among you shall be your 

servant.  

Reader: Whoever of you wants to become first 

among you, shall be bondservant of all. For the 

Son of Man also came not to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 

Comment:  John, Jesus’ disciple, one of the sons of 

thunder, was so transformed by Jesus’ love and 

grace that in his later years he could write the 

following in First John 4:7-21. 

Reader: 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love 

is of God; and everyone who loves has been 

born of God, and knows God. He who doesn’t 

love doesn’t know God, for God is love.  

Reader: By this God’s love was revealed in us, that 

God has sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him.  

Reader: In this is love, not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning 

sacrifice
[a]

 for our sins.  

Reader: Beloved, if God loved us in this way, we 

also ought to love one another. No one has seen 

God at any time. If we love one another, God 

remains in us, and his love has been perfected in 

us. 

Reader: By this we know that we remain in him 

and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father 

has sent the Son as the Savior of the world.  

Reader: Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God remains in him, and he in God. We 

know and have believed the love which God has 

for us. God is love, and he who remains in love 

remains in God, and God remains in him.  

Reader: In this love has been made perfect among 

us, that we may have boldness in the day of 

judgment, because as he is, even so are we in 

this world.  

Reader: There is no fear in love; but perfect love 

casts out fear, because fear has punishment. He 

who fears is not made perfect in love 

Reader:. We love him, because he first loved us.  

Reader: If a man says, “I love God,” and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for he who doesn’t love his 

brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 

whom he has not seen?  

Reader: This commandment we have from him, 

that he who loves God should also love his 

brother. 

Comment: This does not come naturally, however 

by spending time with Jesus we too can 

experience that transformation. Friend won’t 

you make it a priority in your life to live and 

walk with Jesus every day? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+4&version=WEB#fen-WEB-30615a

