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The Holy Spirit 
Comments by Paul McMillan 

Quotations are from the World English Bible  
 

Comment:   God the eternal Spirit was active with 
the Father and the Son in Creation, incarnation, 
and redemption. 

Reader:   IN CREATION _ In the beginning, 
God

[a]
 created the heavens and the earth. The 

earth was formless and empty. Darkness was on 
the surface of the deep and God’s Spirit was 
hovering over the surface of the waters. (Gen. 
1:1,2) 

Reader:   IN INCARNATION  The angel said to 
her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in 
your womb, and give birth to a son, and will 
call his name ‘Jesus.’ He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father, 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever. There will be no end to his Kingdom.” 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
seeing I am a virgin?” The angel answered her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore also the holy one who is born from 
you will be called the Son of God.  (Luke 1:30-
35) 

Reader:   IN REDEMPTION  Jesus read from 
Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor He has sent me to heal the 
broken hearted,

 
to proclaim release to the 

captives, recovering of sight to the blind, to 
deliver those who are crushed, and to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18, 
19)

 

Comment: So we have seen that the Holy Spirit is 
one with the Father and the Son – the Trinity. 
Now let’s explore in some detail Scriptural 
references to events in which actions of the 
Holy Spirit are identified.  Following the 
involvement of God’s Spirit at creation we find 
Him striving with humans before the flood. 

Reader:   When men began to multiply on the 
surface of the ground, and daughters were born 
to them, God’s sons saw that men’s daughters 
were beautiful, and they took any that they 
wanted for themselves as wives. Yahweh said, 

“My Spirit will not strive with man forever, 
because he also is flesh; so his days will be one 
hundred twenty years. (Gen. 6:1-3) 

Reader:   Yahweh saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart was 
continually only evil. Yahweh was sorry that he 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him 
in his heart. Yahweh said, “I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the surface of the 
ground—man, along with animals, creeping 
things, and birds of the sky—for I am sorry that 
I have made them.” But Noah found favor in 
Yahweh’s eyes. (Gen. 6:5-8) 

Comment:  This is the first place in the Bible to 
reveal one part of the work of the Holy Spirit.  
It says that God’s Spirit “strives” with humans.  
Let’s discover how this played out in the lives 
of people recorded in scripture. First look at the 
story of Cain and Abel in Gen. 4:1-10 

Reader: The man knew Eve his wife. She 
conceived, and gave birth to Cain, and said, “I 
have gotten a man with Yahweh’s help.” Again 
she gave birth, to Cain’s brother Abel.  

Reader: Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was 
a tiller of the ground. As time passed, Cain 
brought an offering to Yahweh from the fruit of 
the ground. Abel also brought some of the 
firstborn of his flock and of its fat.  

Reader: Yahweh respected Abel and his offering, 
but he didn’t respect Cain and his offering. Cain 
was very angry, and the expression on his face 
fell. 

Reader:  Yahweh said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry? Why has the expression of your face 
fallen? 

7 
If you do well, won’t it be lifted up? If 

you don’t do well, sin crouches at the door. Its 
desire is for you, but you are to rule over it.”

 

Reader:
 
Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go 

into the field.” While they were in the field, 
Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and 
killed him. 

Reader: Yahweh said to Cain, “Where is Abel, 
your brother?” 
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Reader: He said, “I don’t know. Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” 

Reader: Yahweh said, “What have you done? The 
voice of your brother’s blood cries to me from 
the ground. 

 Comment: Clearly, God the Spirit, is here striving 
with Cain, seeking to convince him of the sin 
that he was cherishing in his heart. Refusing to 
repent of that sin it grew until he murdered his 
brother. Now consider the story of David and 
Bathsheba recorded in 2 Sam. 11 

Reader : At the return of the year, at the time when 
kings go out, David sent Joab, and his servants 
with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the 
children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But 
David stayed at Jerusalem.

 

Reader :
 
At evening, David arose from his bed and 

walked on the roof of the king’s house. From 
the roof, he saw a woman bathing, and the 
woman was very beautiful to look at. David 
sent and inquired after the woman. 

Reader : One said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, Uriah the Hittite’s wife?” 

Reader : David sent messengers, and took her; and 
she came in to him, and he lay with her (for she 
was purified from her uncleanness); and she 
returned to her house. The woman conceived; 
and she sent and told David, and said, “I am 
with child.” 

Reader : David sent to Joab, “Send me Uriah the 
Hittite.” Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah 
had come to him, David asked him how Joab 
did, and how the people fared, and how the war 
prospered. David said to Uriah, “Go down to 
your house and wash your feet.  

Reader :” Uriah departed out of the king’s house, 
and a gift from the king was sent after him. But 
Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with 
all the servants of his lord, and didn’t go down 
to his house.  

Reader : When they had told David, saying, “Uriah 
didn’t go down to his house,” David said to 
Uriah, “Haven’t you come from a journey? 
Why didn’t you go down to your house?” 

Reader : Uriah said to David, “The ark, Israel, and 
Judah, are staying in tents; and my lord Joab 
and the servants of my lord, are encamped in 
the open field. Shall I then go into my house to 

eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As 
you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do 
this thing!” 

Reader : David said to Uriah, “Stay here today 
also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.” So 
Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day, and the next 
day. When David had called him, he ate and 
drink before him; and he made him drunk. At 
evening, he went out to lie on his bed with the 
servants of his lord, but didn’t go down to his 
house.

  

Reader : In the morning, David wrote a letter to 
Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. He wrote 
in the letter, saying, “Send Uriah to the 
forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from 
him, that he may be struck, and die.” 

Reader : When Joab kept watch on the city, he 
assigned Uriah to the place where he knew that 
valiant men were. The men of the city went out, 
and fought with Joab. Some of the people fell, 
even of David’s servants; and Uriah the Hittite 
died also.  

Reader : Then Joab sent and told David all the 
things concerning the war; and he commanded 
the messenger, saying, “When you have 
finished telling all the things concerning the war 
to the king, it shall be that, if the king’s wrath 
arise, and he asks you, ‘Why did you go so near 
to the city to fight? Didn’t you know that they 
would shoot from the wall? Who struck 
Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Didn’t a 
woman cast an upper millstone on him from the 
wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go 
so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your 
servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.’” 

Reader : So the messenger went, and came and 
showed David all that Joab had sent him for. 
The messenger said to David, “The men 
prevailed against us, and came out to us into the 
field, and we were on them even to the entrance 
of the gate. The shooters shot at your servants 
from off the wall; and some of the king’s 
servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the 
Hittite is also dead.” 

Reader : Then David said to the messenger, “Tell 
Joab, ‘Don’t let this thing displease you, for the 
sword devours one as well as another. Make 
your battle stronger against the city, and 
overthrow it.’ Encourage him.” 
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Reader : When Uriah’s wife heard that Uriah her 
husband was dead, she mourned for her 
husband. When the mourning was past, David 
sent and took her home to his house, and she 
became his wife, and bore him a son. But the 
thing that David had done displeased Yahweh 

Comment: Where was the Holy Spirit in all this or 
was the Spirit striving with him all along? Did 
David do all that without any twinge of guilt? 
How could he suddenly follow such a path of 
adultery and murder? Bathsheba was a 
granddaughter of Ahitophel, one of David's 
chief advisors and daughter of Eliam, one of 
David's thirty.  This young woman was not a 
stranger to him.  He had watched her grow up.  
Was this the first time he had entertained lustful 
thoughts toward her? But the thing David had 
done displeased the LORD and by the Holy 
Spirit the LORD sent Nathan to David. 2 Sam. 
12 

Reader: Yahweh sent Nathan to David. He came to 
him, and said to him, “There were two men in 
one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The 
rich man had very many flocks and herds, but 
the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe 
lamb, which he had bought and raised. It grew 
up together with him, and with his children. It 
ate of his own food, drank of his own cup, and 
lay in his bosom, and was like a daughter to 
him.  

Reader: A traveler came to the rich man, and he 
spared to take of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to prepare for the wayfaring man who had 
come to him, but took the poor man’s lamb, and 
prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 

Reader:  David’s anger burned hot against the 
man, and he said to Nathan, “As Yahweh lives, 
the man who has done this deserves to die! He 
must restore the lamb fourfold, because he did 
this thing, and because he had no pity!” 

Reader: Nathan said to David, “You are the man. 
This is what Yahweh, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you out of the hand of Saul. I gave you your 
master’s house, and your master’s wives into 
your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel 
and of Judah; and if that would have been too 
little, I would have added to you many more 
such things.  

Reader: Why have you despised Yahweh’s word, 
to do that which is evil in his sight? You have 

struck Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and 
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have 
slain him with the sword of the children of 
Ammon. Now therefore the sword will never 
depart from your house, because you have 
despised me, and have taken Uriah the Hittite’s 
wife to be your wife.’ 

Reader: This is what Yahweh says: ‘Behold, I will 
raise up evil against you out of your own house; 
and I will take your wives before your eyes, and 
give them to your neighbor, and he will lie with 
your wives in the sight of this sun. For you did 
this secretly, but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun.’” 

Reader: David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against Yahweh.” 

Reader: Nathan said to David, “Yahweh also has 
put away your sin. You will not die. However, 
because by this deed you have given great 
occasion to Yahweh’s enemies to blaspheme, 
the child also who is born to you will surely 
die.” 

Comment: The Holy Spirit once again had access 
to David’s heart giving him heartfelt contrition 
and true repentance for his sins. His sincere 
expression of repentance, given him by the 
Spirit, is recorded in Psalm 51:1-15 

Reader: Have mercy on me, God, according to 
your loving kindness. According to the 
multitude of your tender mercies, blot out my 
transgressions.

  

Reader: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity. 
Cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions. My sin is constantly before me. 
Against you, and you only, have I sinned, and 
done that which is evil in your sight; that you 
may be proved right when you speak, and 
justified when you judge.  

Reader: Behold, I was born in iniquity. In sin my 
mother conceived me. Behold, you desire truth 
in the inward parts. You teach me wisdom in 
the inmost place. Purify me with hyssop, and I 
will be clean. Wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow  

Reader: Let me hear joy and gladness, That the 
bones which you have broken may rejoice. Hide 
your face from my sins, and blot out all of my 
iniquities. 
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Reader:  Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew 
a right spirit within me. Don’t throw me from 
your presence, and don’t take your holy Spirit 
from me. Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation. Uphold me with a willing spirit.  

Reader: Then I will teach transgressors your ways. 
Sinners shall be converted to you. Deliver me 
from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, the God of 
my salvation. My tongue shall sing aloud of 
your righteousness. Lord, open my lips. My 
mouth shall declare your praise 

Comment: Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and it was in the spirit and power of the Spirit 
that he lived and ministered so that following 
his baptism we are told in Luke 4:1-12 

Reader: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by 
the devil. He ate nothing in those days. 
Afterward, when they were completed, he was 
hungry. 

Reader:  The devil said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, command this stone to become bread.” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God.’ 

Reader: The devil, leading him up on a high 
mountain, showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. The devil said to 
him, “I will give you all this authority, and their 
glory, for it has been delivered to me; and I give 
it to whomever I want. If you therefore will 
worship before me, it will all be yours.” 

Reader: Jesus answered him, “Get behind me 
Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God, and you shall serve him only.’ 

Reader: He led him to Jerusalem, and set him on 
the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, cast yourself down 
from here, for it is written,  ‘He will put his 
angels in charge of you, to guard you;’ 

11 
and, 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
perhaps you dash your foot against a stone.’”

[c]
 

Reader: Jesus answering, said to him, “It has been 
said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ 

Comment: Jesus lived among us by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and in the upper room the 
evening before his crucifixion he promised the 

disciples that they too would be empowered by 
the Holy Spirit.  We read in John14:15-21 

Reader: If you love me, keep my commandments. I 
will pray to the Father, and he will give you 
another Counselor, that he may be with you 
forever,— the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
can’t receive; for it doesn’t see him, neither 
knows him.  

Reader: You know him, for he lives with you, and 
will be in you. I will not leave you orphans. I 
will come to you. Yet a little while, and the 
world will see me no more; but you will see me. 
Because I live, you will live also. In that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you 
in me, and I in you.

 

Reader: One who has my commandments, and 
keeps them, that person is one who loves me. 
One who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him, and will reveal myself to 
him. 

Reader: I have said these things to you, while still 
living with you. But the Counselor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he will teach you all things, and will remind you 
of all that I said to you. Peace I leave with you. 
My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, 
give I to you. Don’t let your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be fearful.  (John 14:25-27) 

Comment: Jesus had already promised the Spirit to 
his disciples. It is recorded in Luke 11:11-13 

Reader: Which of you fathers, if your son asks for 
bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a 
fish, he won’t give him a snake instead of a fish, 
will he? Or if he asks for an egg, he won’t give 
him a scorpion, will he? If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? 

Comment: So then 50 days after Jesus’ 
resurrection we find the disciples in the upper 
room.  The Spirit is at work among them. As 
they come into harmony with one another, they 
lay aside those things that divide them, no 
longer seeking first place.  Desiring above 
everything else the Spirit of Jesus, they repent 
of sins against each other and God. And as they 
experience the reality of God’s forgiveness they 
begin to know what it means to have the mind 
of Jesus and crucify self.  It is then that they are 
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prepared to receive the Holy Spirit in 
abundance.  We read about it in Acts 2:1-4. 

Reader: Now when the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 
Suddenly there came from the sky a sound like 
the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. Tongues like 
fire appeared and were distributed to them, and 
one sat on each of them. They were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak. 

Comment: From that upper room they went out 
filled with the Spirit.  In the face of death they 
preached boldly a crucified but risen Savior 
who would return and make all things right.  
Thousands were converted and miracles 
wrought. As the work grew it was necessary to 
appoint some to perform special tasks.  Deacons 
were appointed from among those who were 
filled with the Spirit.  Read about it in Acts 6:1-
7. 

Reader:
 
Stephen, full of faith and power, 

performed great wonders and signs among the 
people. But some of those who were of the 
synagogue called “The Libertines”, and of the 
Cyrenians, of the Alexandrians, and of those of 
Cilicia and Asia arose, disputing with Stephen. 
They weren’t able to withstand the wisdom and 
the Spirit by which he spoke.  

Reader: Then they secretly induced men to say, 
“We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses and God.” They stirred up the 
people, the elders, and the scribes, and came 
against him and seized him, and brought him in 
to the council, and set up false witnesses who 
said,  

Reader: “This man never stops speaking 
blasphemous words against this holy place and 
the law. For we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, and 
will change the customs which Moses delivered 
to us.” All who sat in the council, fastening 
their eyes on him, saw his face like it was the 
face of an angel. 

Reader:   The high priest said, “Are these things 
so?” 

Comment: Stephen responded to this question 
without fear and with great boldness even 
though he knew it could cost him his life.  His 

Spirit inspired sermon recorded in Acts 7 ended 
in this way. (Acts 7:51-60) 

Reader: “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 
Spirit! As your fathers did, so you do. Which of 
the prophets didn’t your fathers persecute? They 
killed those who foretold the coming of the 
Righteous One, of whom you have now become 
betrayers and murderers. You received the law 
as it was ordained by angels, and didn’t keep 
it!” 

Reader: Now when they heard these things, they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him 
with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy 
Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God, and said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!” 

Reader: But they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and rushed at him with one 
accord. They threw him out of the city, and 
stoned him. The witnesses placed their 
garments at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. They stoned Stephen as he called out, 
saying,  

Reader: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” He 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
“Lord, don’t hold this sin against them!” When 
he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Comment: No doubt the Spirit had been striving 
with Saul for some time before this but this 
event really got to Saul.  He became even more 
angry with the Christians and refused to give in 
to the Spirit’s pleadings.  So it was that Jesus 
intervened and met him on the road to 
Damascus. The story is recorded in Acts 8:1-3 
& 9:1-19  

Reader:   But Saul, still breathing threats and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest, 

 
and asked for letters from 

him to the synagogues of Damascus, that if he 
found any who were of the Way, whether men 
or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem.  

Reader: As he traveled, he got close to Damascus, 
and suddenly a light from the sky shone around 
him. He fell on the earth, and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
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Reader: He said, “Who are you, Lord?” 

Reader: The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 

 
But

[
 rise up, and enter into the city, 

and you will be told what you must do.” 

Reader: The men who traveled with him stood 
speechless, hearing the sound, but seeing no 
one. Saul arose from the ground, and when his 
eyes were opened, he saw no one. They led him 
by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
He was without sight for three days, and neither 
ate nor drank. 

Reader: Now there was a certain disciple at 
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 
him in a vision, “Ananias!” 

Reader: He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.” 

Reader: The Lord said to him, “Arise, and go to 
the street which is called Straight, and inquire in 
the house of Judah for one named Saul, a man 
of Tarsus. For behold, he is praying, and in a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias 
coming in, and laying his hands on him, that he 
might receive his sight.” 

Reader: 
 
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 

heard from many about this man, how much 
evil he did to your saints at Jerusalem. Here he 
has authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who call on your name.” 

Reader: But the Lord said to him, “Go your way, 
for he is my chosen vessel to bear my name 
before the nations and kings, and the children of 
Israel. For I will show him how many things he 
must suffer for my name’s sake.” 

Reader: Ananias departed, and entered into the 
house. Laying his hands on him, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord, who appeared to you 
on the road by which you came, has sent me, 
that you may receive your sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately something 
like scales fell from his eyes, and he received 
his sight. He arose and was baptized. He took 
food and was strengthened. 

Comment: Saul became Paul who, filled with and 
taught by the Spirit, brought to the early church 
important understandings about the 
inclusiveness of the gospel.  The apostles 
liberated from the restrictions of Judaism 
carried the gospel as far as England and India.  
All, except John, endured martyr’s deaths.  
They were filled with the Spirit. John, also 

filled with the Spirit, endured torture and exile 
to the island of Patmos.  It was there that the 
Spirit revealed to him God’s plans for his 
church. Those visions have encouraged 
believers ever since and carried them through 
all that the Devil has brought on them.  John 
concluded his letter in the following way.(Rev. 
22:16-20) 

Reader: 
 
I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify 

these things to you for the assemblies. I am the 
root and the offspring of David; the Bright and 
Morning Star.” 

Reader: The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” He 
who hears, let him say, “Come!” He who is 
thirsty, let him come. He who desires, let him 
take the water of life freely. 

1 

Reader: I testify to everyone who hears the words 
of the prophecy of this book, if anyone adds to 
them, may God add to him the plagues which 
are written in this book. If anyone takes away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
may God take away his part from the tree

[c]
 of 

life, and out of the holy city, which are written 
in this book.

 

Reader:
 
He who testifies these things says, “Yes, I 

come quickly.” 

Reader: Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus. 

Comment: Do you want to be filled with the 
Spirit? Are you active in a community of faith? 
Take time now to express appreciation for your 
fellow believers. Let the Spirit, through the 
blood of Jesus, purge you of all selfishness that 
keeps us from being united in faith. 
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