
4-The Son 
 

1 
 

The Son 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

Comment: God the eternal Son became incarnate 

in Jesus Christ. He became a man, a human 

being, beginning where all of us begin, in our 

mother’s womb.  Reading from Luke 1&2 we 

have this story. 

Reader: 
  
There was in the days of Herod, the king 

of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, . . . 

He had a wife . . .  and her name was Elizabeth. 

They were both righteous before God, walking 

blamelessly in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord. But they had no child, 

because Elizabeth was barren, and they both 

were well advanced in years.. 

Reader: 
 
Now while he executed the priest’s office 

before God . . .  his lot was to enter into the 

temple of the Lord and burn incense. The whole 

multitude of the people were praying outside at 

the hour of incense.
 
An angel of the Lord 

appeared to him, standing on the right side of 

the altar of incense. Zacharias was troubled 

when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But 

the angel said to him, 

Reader: Then an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him, standing at the right side of the altar of 

incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 

startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel 

said to him: 

Reader: ““Don’t be afraid, Zacharias, because your 

request has been heard, and your wife, 

Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you shall call 

his name John. You will have joy and gladness; 

and many will rejoice at his birth.  For he will 

be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will 

drink no wine nor strong drink. He will be filled 

with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 

womb. He will turn many of the children of 

Israel to the Lord, their God. He will go before 

him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the 

hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to prepare 

a people prepared for the Lord.” 

Reader:  Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I be 

sure of this? For I am an old man, and my wife 

is well advanced in years.” 

Reader:  “The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, 

who stands in the presence of God. I was sent to 

speak to you, and to bring you this good news. 

Behold, you will be silent and not able to speak, 

until the day that these things will happen, 

because you didn’t believe my words, which 

will be fulfilled in their proper time.” 

Reader: 
 
The people were waiting for Zacharias, 

and they marveled that he delayed in the temple. 

When he came out, he could not speak to them, 

and they perceived that he had seen a vision in 

the temple. He continued making signs to them, 

and remained mute. 

Reader: 
 
When the days of his service were 

fulfilled, he departed to his house. After these 

days Elizabeth, his wife, conceived, and she hid 

herself five months, saying, 

Reader: “Thus has the Lord done to me in the days 

in which he looked at me, to take away my 

reproach among men..” 

Reader
  
Now in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel 

was sent from God to a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, to a virgin pledged to be married to a 

man whose name was Joseph, of David’s house. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. Having come in, 

the angel said to her,”,  

Reader: “Rejoice, you highly favored one! The 

Lord is with you. Blessed are you among 

women!” 

Reader: 
 
But when she saw him, she was greatly 

troubled at the saying, and considered what kind 

of salutation this might be. The angel said to 

her, 

Reader: ““Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. Behold, you will 

conceive in your womb, and give birth to a son, 

and will call his name ‘Jesus.’ He will be great, 



4-The Son 
 

2 
 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the throne of his 

father, David, and he will reign over the house 

of Jacob forever. There will be no end to his 

Kingdom..” 

Reader: Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 

seeing I am a virgin?” 

Reader:  “The angel answered her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. Therefore also 

the holy one who is born from you will be called 

the Son of God. Behold, Elizabeth, your 

relative, also has conceived a son in her old age; 

and this is the sixth month with her who was 

called barren. For nothing spoken by God is 

impossible.” 

Reader: Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be done to me according to your 

word.”  

Reader: The angel departed from her. 

Reader: Now in those days, a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

enrolled. This was the first enrollment made 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went 

to enroll themselves, everyone to his own city. 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 

of Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s city, which 

is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and family of David; to enroll himself 

with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 

him as wife, being pregnant.  

Reader:  While they were there, the day had come 

for her to give birth. She gave birth to her 

firstborn son. She wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a feeding trough, because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

Reader: . In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through him. Without him 

was not anything made that has been made. 

(John 1;1-3) 

Reader:  The Word became flesh, and lived among 

us. We saw his glory, such glory as of the one 

and only Son of the Father, full of grace and 

truth.. (John 1:14) 

Comment: So who is this Son?  Is he somehow like 

a son of man with no prior existence?  Could He 

be the first of God’s creation?  Study carefully 

the following inspired testimony by Paul the 

apostle.  It is apparent in Col. 1:13-20 that Paul 

sees Jesus as eternally coexistent with God the 

Father 

Reader: “who delivered us out of the power of 

darkness, and translated us into the Kingdom of 

the Son of his love; in whom we have our 

redemption, the forgiveness of our sins; who is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation. For by him all things were created, 

in the heavens and on the earth, things visible 

and things invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers; all things 

have been created through him, and for him.  

Reader: He is before all things, and in him all 

things are held together. He is the head of the 

body, the assembly, who is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 

might have the preeminence. For all the fullness 

was pleased to dwell in him; and through him to 

reconcile all things to himself, by him, whether 

things on the earth, or things in the heavens, 

having made peace through the blood of his 

cross. 

Reader: John the Disciple quoted Jesus as saying, 

“ I and the Father are one..” John 10:30 

Comment: Before and during the Passover meal 

Jesus had been telling his disciples that he 

would not be with them much longer. Now he 

seeks to comfort them. Let’s read from John 

14:1-10. 

Reader: “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe 

in God. Believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would 

have told you. I am going to prepare a place for 

you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again, and will receive you to myself; that 

where I am, you may be there also. Where I go, 

you know, and you know the way.” 
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Reader: Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know 

where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 

Reader:  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father, except 

through me. If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on, you 

know him, and have seen him.” 

Reader: Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 

Father, and that will be enough for us.” 

Reader:  “
 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 

such a long time, and do you not know me, 

Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father. 

How do you say, ‘Show us the Father?’ Don’t 

you believe that I am in the Father, and the 

Father in me? The words that I tell you, I speak 

not from myself; but the Father who lives in me 

does his works. 

Comment: Mark 14:60-64 records that just a few 

hours after this conversation Jesus stood before 

the high priest while false witnesses testified 

against Him but Jesus did not respond.  
 
Then 

the high priest stood up before them and asked 

Jesus, 

Reader: “Have you no answer? What is it which these 
testify against you?” 

Comment: But Jesus remained silent and gave no 

answer.  Again the high priest asked him,  

Reader: “Are you the Christ, the Son of the 

Blessed?” 

Reader:  Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son of 

Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and 

coming with the clouds of the sky.” 

Comment: The high priest tore his clothes and 

asked;  

Reader: “What further need have we of witnesses? 

You have heard the blasphemy! What do you 

think?” 

Comment: They all condemned him to be worthy 

of death. 

Reader: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 

6:23) 
 
 

Reader: For him who knew no sin he made to be sin 
on our behalf; so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.(2 Cor. 5:21)   

Reader: But he was pierced for our transgressions. He 
was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that 
brought our peace was on him; and by his wounds 

we are healed.. (Isa. 53:5) 

Comment: That passage found in Isa. 53:5 is only 

one of many in the Old Testament that clearly 

foretell the coming of Jesus.  Here are a few. 

Reader:  Gen.49:10  The scepter will not depart 

from Judah. 

Reader: Job 19:20 I know my Redeemer lives 

Reader: Psalm 22:My God, my God why have you 

forsaken me? 

Reader: Psalm 16:Will not abandon Me in the 

grave nor let my body see corruption. 

Reader: Psalm 119 You are a priest forever. 

Reader: Isa 7:14 The virgin will give birth to a son. 

Reader: Isa. 9:6 For unto us a Son is given 

Reader: Isa. 42:1-9;Here is my servant . . .  

Reader: Isa 52:13-15 Suffering Servant 

Reader:  Micah 5:2 to be born in Bethlehem. 

Reader: Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old things have passed away. Behold, 
all things have become new. But all things are of 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Jesus 
Christ, and gave to us the ministry of reconciliation;  

(2 Cor. 5:17-19) 

Reader:  For as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom 
he desires. For the Father judges no one, but he has 
given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor 
the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who 
doesn’t honor the Son doesn’t honor the Father 

who sent him. (John 5:21-23)  

Reader: Have this in your mind, which was also in 
Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, didn’t 
consider equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself, 
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becoming obedient to death, yes, the death of the 
cross.  

Reader: Therefore God also highly exalted him, and 
gave to him the name which is above every name; 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
those in heaven, those on earth, and those under 
the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. (Phil. 2:5-11) 

Comment: Jesus – all these prophecies were 

fulfilled in Jesus.  He was the coming Messiah, 

Redeemer.   Reading from Heb. 2:9-18 

Reader: But we see him who has been made a little 

lower than the angels, Jesus, because of the 

suffering of death crowned with glory and 

honor, that by the grace of God he should taste 

of death for everyone.  

Reader: For it became him, for whom are all 

things, and through whom are all things, in 

bringing many children to glory, to make the 

author of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. For both he who sanctifies and those 

who are sanctified are all from one, for which 

cause he is not ashamed to call them brothers,
 

saying, 

Reader: “I will declare your name to my brothers. 

Among of the congregation I will sing your 

praise.” 

Reader: Again, “I will put my trust in him.” 

Reader: Again, “Behold, here I am with the 

children whom God has given me.” 

Reader: Since then the children have shared in 

flesh and blood, he also himself in the same way 

partook of the same, that through death he might 

bring to nothing him who had the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and might deliver all of 

them who through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage.  

Reader: For most certainly, he doesn’t give help to 

angels, but he gives help to the offspring of 

Abraham. Therefore he was obligated in all 

things to be made like his brothers, that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest 

in things pertaining to God, to make atonement 

for the sins of the people. For in that he himself 

has suffered being tempted, he is able to help 

those who are tempted. 

Reader:  For I delivered to you first of all that which I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
(1 Cor. 15:3, 4) 

Reader:  Now in the things which we are saying, the 
main point is this. We have such a high priest, who 
sat down on the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens, a servant of the sanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 

not man (Heb. 8:1, 2) 

Comment: Following His resurrection Jesus 

appeared to many of his followers, as many as 

500 at one time.(1 Cor. 15:6) On one of those 

occasions some of his discouraged disciples had 

gone fishing.  John records the story in John 

21:1-14. It happened like this. 

Reader:  After these things, Jesus revealed himself 

again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. He 

revealed himself this way.  

Reader: Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, 

Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were 

together. Simon Peter said to them, “I’m going 

fishing.” 

Reader: They told him, “We are also coming with 

you.” They immediately went out, and entered 

into the boat. That night, they caught nothing.  

Reader: But when day had already come, Jesus 

stood on the beach, yet the disciples didn’t 

know that it was Jesus. Jesus therefore said to 

them, “Children, have you anything to eat?” 

Reader: They answered him, “No.” 

Reader: He said to them, “Cast the net on the right 

side of the boat, and you will find some.” 

Reader: They cast it therefore, and now they 

weren’t able to draw it in for the multitude of 

fish. That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved 

said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” 

Reader: So when Simon Peter heard that it was the 

Lord, he wrapped his coat around him (for he 

was naked), and threw himself into the sea. But 
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the other disciples came in the little boat (for 

they were not far from the land, but about two 

hundred cubits away), dragging the net full of 

fish. So when they got out on the land, they saw 

a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and 

bread. Jesus said to them, 

Reader:  “Bring some of the fish which you have 

just caught.” 

Reader: Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to 

land, full of great fish, one hundred fifty-three; 

and even though there were so many, the net 

wasn’t torn. 

Reader: Jesus said to them, “Come and eat 

breakfast.” 

Reader: None of the disciples dared inquire of him, 

“Who are you?” knowing that it was the Lord. 

Then Jesus came and took the bread, gave it to 

them, and the fish likewise. 
1 

Reader: This is now the third time that Jesus was 

revealed to his disciples, after he had risen from 

the dead.  

Comment: In Acts 1 Luke gives this account of 

Jesus’ last appearance to his disciples. 

Reader: The first book I wrote, Theophilus, 

concerned all that Jesus began both to do and to 

teach, until the day in which he was received up, 

after he had given commandment through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
 

Reader:
 
To these he also showed himself alive after 

he suffered, by many proofs, appearing to them 

over a period of forty days, and speaking about 

God’s Kingdom. Being assembled together with 

them, he commanded them,  

Reader: “Don’t depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 

the promise of the Father, which you heard from 

me. For John indeed baptized in water, but you 

will be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now.”
 
Therefore when they had come 

together, they asked him,  

ALL:“Lord, are you now restoring the kingdom to 

Israel?” 

Reader:
7 

He said to them, “It isn’t for you to know 

times or seasons which the Father has set within 

his own authority. But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. You 

will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of 

the earth.” 

Reader: When he had said these things, as they 

were looking, he was taken up, and a cloud 

received him out of their sight. While they were 

looking steadfastly into the sky as he went, 

behold, two men stood by them in white 

clothing, who also said,  

Reader: “You men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking into the sky? This Jesus, who was 

received up from you into the sky will come 

back in the same way as you saw him going into 

the sky.” 

Comment: Jesus, eternally one with the Father, was 

given by God the Father to become forever one 

of us.. He will forever bear the marks of his 

crucifixion. He lived a life totally in harmony 

with the Father but bore our sin and its 

consequence so that we can be forgiven and 

transformed to live as he lived totally in 

harmony with the Father. He promised to come 

again and take his children to dwell with him. 

Do you believe this? Is that belief transforming 

your life? Then turn your back on the attractions 

of this world and look up for your redemption is 

nearer than you think. 

 


