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The Trinity 
Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Reader:  In the beginning, God
[a]

 created the 

heavens and the earth. (Gen. 1:1) 

Comment: Moses, the author of Genesis, grew up 

in the courts of Pharaoh in a culture that 

worshiped many gods. So which God created 

the heavens and the earth? What is He like? 

Later on in the creation story after He had 

created the animals we find God creating human 

beings. 

Reader:  God said, Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness: and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 

sky, and over the livestock, and over all the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 

on the earth. (Gen: 1:26 ) 

Comment: Suddenly we find that God is not alone 

in His creative activities. In fact there was a hint 

of that in Gen.: 1:2. 

Reader:  The earth was formless and empty. 

Darkness was on the surface of the deep and 

God’s Spirit was hovering over the surface of 

the waters. 

Comment:  Let’s look for other places in Scripture 

where God talks with himself. 

Reader:  
 
Yahweh came down to see the city and 

the tower, which the children of men built. 

Yahweh said, Behold, they are one people, and 

they have all one language, and this is what they 

begin to do. Now nothing will be withheld from 

them, which they intend to do.
 
Come, let’s go 

down, and there confuse their language, that 

they may not understand one another’s speech. 

So Yahweh scattered them abroad from there on 

the surface of all the earth. They stopped 

building the city. (Gen. 11:5-8) 

Reader:  
  
In the same way, the Spirit also helps our 

weaknesses, for we don’t know how to pray as 

we ought. But the Spirit himself makes 

intercession for us with groanings which can’t 

be uttered. He who searches the hearts knows 

what is on the Spirit’s mind, because he makes 

intercession for the saints according to 

God..(Rom. 8:26) 

Comment: Here we find the Spirit of God 

interceding with God for the saints who desire 

to do God’s will.  Then there is the classic 

intercession of Jesus for his children just before 

his trial and crucifixion. 

Reader:  Jesus said these things, and lifting up his 

eyes to heaven, he said, Father, the time has 

come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may also 

glorify you; (John 17:1 )  

Comment: After praying for his disciples he prayed 

for us like this. 

Reader: 
 
. 

 
Not for these only do I pray, but for 

those also who believe in me through their 

word, that they may all be one; even as you, 

Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 

may be one in us; that the world may believe 

that you sent me. The glory which you have 

given me, I have given to them; that they may 

be one, even as we are one; I in them, and you 

in me, that they may be perfected into one; that 

the world may know that you sent me, and loved 

them, even as you loved me. (John 17:20-23 ) 

Comment: In that prayer we find the key to 

understanding Deut.: 6:4-7 

Reader: 
   

Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God. 

Yahweh is one. 

Reader: 
 
You shall love Yahweh your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

might. These words, which I command you 

today, shall be on your heart; and you shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall 

talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. 
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Comment: God is one in character, in love and in 

purpose. If God were only one being how could 

love be expressed? So we find Jesus invoking 

all three beings in the baptismal rite. 

Reader:  
 
Go, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all things that I commanded you. 

Behold, I am with you always, even to the end 

of the age. Amen. (Matt. 28:19-20 ) 

Comment: What do the events around Jesus’ 

baptism tell us about God? The Gospels record 

this event as follows. (Selected from Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John ) 

Reader:  Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of 

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor 

of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, 

and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene, in the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the 

son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. He came 

into all the region around the Jordan, preaching 

the baptism of repentance for remission of sins. 

(Luke 3:1-3)  

Reader: He said, 
 
Repent, for the Kingdom of 

Heaven is at hand!  

Reader: .
 
For this is he who was spoken of by 

Isaiah the prophet, saying, (Matt. 3:2,3) 

Reader:  (Luke 3:4-6) The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness, 

    ‘Make ready the way of the Lord. 

Make his paths straight. 
 
    Every valley will be filled. 

Every mountain and hill will be brought low. 

    The crooked will become straight, 

    and the rough ways smooth. 
 
All flesh will see God’s salvation.’ 

Reader:  Now John himself wore clothing made of 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 
 
Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and 

all the region around the Jordan went out to him. 

They were baptized
[b]

 by him in the Jordan, 

confessing their sins. But when he saw many of 

the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his 

baptism, he said to them, (Matt.3:4-7) 

Reader:  You offspring of vipers, who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore 

produce fruit worthy of repentance! 
9 

Don’t 

think to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our 

father,’ for I tell you that God is able to raise up 

children to Abraham from these stones.Even 

now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore 

every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut 

down, and cast into the fire. (Matt 3:7-10) 

Comment: The following dialogue is from Luke 

3:7-18.  

Reader:  The multitudes asked him, What then 

must we do?- 

Reader:
  
He answered them, He who has two coats, 

let him give to him who has none. He who has 

food, let him do likewise.  

Reader:  Tax collectors also came to be baptized, 

and they said to him, Teacher, what must we 

do? 

Reader:  He said to them, Collect no more than that 

which is appointed to you..  

Reader:  Soldiers also asked him, saying, What 

about us? What must we do? 

Reader:  He said to them, Extort from no one by 

violence, neither accuse anyone wrongfully. Be 

content with your wages.. 

Reader:  As the people were in expectation, and all 

men reasoned in their hearts concerning John, 

whether perhaps he was the Christ, John 

answered them all 

Reader:  I indeed baptize you with water, but he 

comes who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to loosen. He will 

baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire, whose 

fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 

cleanse his threshing floor, and will gather the 

wheat into his barn; but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire. Then with many 

other exhortations he preached good news to the 

people, 
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 Reader: Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 

Jordan
[f]

 to John, to be baptized by him. But 

John would have hindered him, saying,  

Reader: I need to be baptized by you, and you 

come to me?. 

Reader:  But Jesus, answering, said to him, Allow 

it now, for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill 

all righteousness. Then he allowed him. (Matt. 

3:13-17), 

Reader:  
 
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 

directly from the water: and behold, the heavens 

were opened to him. He saw the Spirit of God 

descending as a dove, and coming on him. 

Behold, a voice out of the heavens said,  

Reader:  This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased. (Matt. 3:16, 17). 

Comment:  In another account of John’s testimony 

we find the following exchange (John 1:19-36). 

Reader:  This is John’s testimony, when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, Who are you? 

Reader:  
 
He declared, and didn’t deny, but he 

declared, I am not the Christ. 

Reader: They asked him, What then? Are you 

Elijah?. 

Reader: He said, I am not. 

Reader:. Are you the prophet?  

Reader:  He answered, No.  

Rader:  They said therefore to him, Who are you? 

Give us an answer to take back to those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself? 

Reader:   He said, I am the voice of one crying in 

the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord, 

Reader:  . The ones who had been sent were from 

the Pharisees. They asked him, Why then do 

you baptize, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, 

nor the prophet? 

Reader: 
 
John answered them, I baptize in water, 

but among you stands one whom you don’t 

know. He is the one who comes after me, who is 

preferred before me, whose sandal strap I’m not 

worthy to loosen. 

Reader: These things were done in Bethany beyond 

the Jordan, where John was baptizing., 

Reader:  The next day, he saw Jesus coming to 

him, and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! This is he of 

whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who is 

preferred before me, for he was before me.’ I 

didn’t know him, but for this reason I came 

baptizing in water: that he would be revealed to 

Israel. John testified, saying, I have seen the 

Spirit descending like a dove out of heaven, and 

it remained on him. I didn’t recognize him, but 

he who sent me to baptize in water, he said to 

me, ‘On whomever you will see the Spirit 

descending, and remaining on him, the same is 

he who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen, 

and have testified that this is the Son of God.  

Reader: The Son of God!! 

Reader:  Again, the next day, John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 
 
and he looked at Jesus 

as he walked, and said, Behold, the Lamb of 

God!  

Comment: In these accounts we have seen God the 

Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 

clearly portrayed as working together for the 

salvation of mankind.  It is not surprising then 

that in the rest of the New Testament we find 

repeated references to all three. Paul writing to 

the Corinthians said: 

Reader:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. Amen. (2 Cor. 13:14 ) 

Comment: And yet when writing to the Ephesians 

he emphasized the oneness of God and of 

believers with God. 

Reader:  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as 

you also were called in one hope of your 

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is over all, and 

through all, and in us all (Eph.: 4:4-6 ) 

Comment: And in his letter to Timothy he prayed 
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Reader:  Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor 

and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Tim.: 

1:17) 

 Comment: Peter opened his first letter by 

recognizing the roles of all three members of the 

Godhead in calling believers to follow Jesus. 

Reader: Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 

chosen ones who are living as foreigners in the 

Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

Asia, and Bithynia, according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, in 

sanctification of the Spirit, that you may obey 

Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his blood: 

Grace to you and peace be multiplied. (1 Peter: 

1:1-2 ) 

Comment: On several occasions in the apostolic 

days believers received the Holy Spirit in 

connection with baptism.  Let’s look at two of 

them in Acts 19:1-7 we read: 

Reader:  While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, 

having passed through the upper country, came 

to Ephesus, and found certain disciples. He said 

to them, 

Reader: Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed? 

Reader:  . They said to him, No, we haven’t even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit. 

Reader:  He said, Into what then were you 

baptized? 

Reader:  They said, Into John’s baptism. 

Reader:  . Paul said, John indeed baptized with the 

baptism of repentance, saying to the people that 

they should believe in the one who would come 

after him, that is, in Jesus. 

Reader:  When they heard this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus  

Reader: 
 
When Paul had laid his hands on them, the 

Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke with 

other languages and prophesied. 
7 

They were 

about twelve men in all. 

Comment: Another event is recorded in the story of 

Cornelius and Peter in Acts 10. 

Reader:  Now there was a certain man in Caesarea, 

Cornelius by name, a centurion of what was 

called the Italian Regiment, a devout man, and 

one who feared God with all his house, who 

gave gifts for the needy generously to the 

people, and always prayed to God. At about the 

ninth hour of the day, he clearly saw in a vision 

an angel of God coming to him, and saying to 

him, Cornelius!  

Reader:  He, fastening his eyes on him, and being 

frightened, said, What is it, Lord? 

Reader:  . He said to him, Your prayers and your 

gifts to the needy have gone up for a memorial 

before God. Now send men to Joppa, and get 

Simon, who is also called Peter. He lodges with 

a tanner named Simon, whose house is by the 

seaside. 

Reader:  When the angel who spoke to him had 

departed, Cornelius called two of his household 

servants and a devout soldier of those who 

waited on him continually. Having explained 

everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. 

Comment: The following day Peter had a dream 

and God told him What God has cleansed, you 

must not call unclean. 

Reader:  While Peter was pondering the vision, the 

Spirit said to him, Behold, three men seek you. 

But arise, get down, and go with them, doubting 

nothing; for I have sent them. 

Reader:   Peter went down to the men, and said, 

Behold, I am he whom you seek. Why have you 

come? 

Reader:  They said, Cornelius, a centurion, a 

righteous man and one who fears God, and well 

spoken of by all the nation of the Jews, was 

directed by a holy angel to invite you to his 

house, and to listen to what you say. So he 

called them in and provided a place to stay 

Reader: On the next day Peter arose and went out 

with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa 

accompanied him. On the next day they entered 

into Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for them, 

having called together his relatives and his near 

friends. 
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Reader: When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, 

fell down at his feet, and worshiped him. But 

Peter raised him up, saying,.  

Reader:  Stand up! I myself am also a man. 

Reader: 
 
As he talked with him, he went in and 

found many gathered together. He said to them, 

You yourselves know how it is an unlawful 

thing for a man who is a Jew to join himself or 

come to one of another nation, but God has 

shown me that I shouldn’t call any man unholy 

or unclean. 

Reader: 
 
Peter opened his mouth and said, Truly I 

perceive that God doesn’t show favoritism; but 

in every nation he who fears him and works 

righteousness is acceptable to him. 
 . . . 

you 

yourselves know what happened,  . . .  John 

preached; even Jesus of Nazareth, how God 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with 

power, who went about doing good and healing 

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. We are witnesses of everything 

he did both in the country of the Jews, and in 

Jerusalem; whom they also killed, hanging him 

on a tree.  

Reader: 
 
While Peter was still speaking these 

words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who 

heard the word. They of the circumcision who 

believed were amazed, as many as came with 

Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 

also poured out on the Gentiles. For they heard 

them speaking in other languages and 

magnifying God. 

Reader:  Then Peter answered, Can anyone forbid 

these people from being baptized with water? 

They have received the Holy Spirit just like us. 

He commanded them to be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay 

some days.  

Comment: Before his crucifixion in John 14:12-18 

Jesus told his disciples that he was going to the 

Father. 

Reader: Most certainly I tell you, he who believes 

in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and 

he will do greater works than these, because I 

am going to my Father. Whatever you will ask 

in my name, that will I do, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son. If you will ask anything 

in my name, I will do it.    

Comment: He also promised to send a Counselor. 

Reader: If you love me, keep my commandments. I 

will pray to the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor, that he may be with you 

forever,— the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

can’t receive; for it doesn’t see him, neither 

knows him. You know him, for he lives with 

you, and will be in you. I will not leave you 

orphans. I will come to you.. 

Comment: God spoke audibly of Jesus as His Son 

at His baptism and on two other occasions. One 

of these is found In Matthew 17:1-8. 

Reader: After six days, Jesus took with him Peter, 

James, and John his brother, and brought them 

up into a high mountain by themselves. He was 

transfigured before them. His face shone like the 

sun, and his garments became as white as the 

light..  

Reader: Behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 

them talking with him.. 

Reader:  Peter answered, and said to Jesus, Lord, it 

is good for us to be here. If you want, let’s make 

three tents here: one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah. 

Reader:  While he was still speaking, behold, a 

bright cloud overshadowed them. Behold, a 

voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Listen 

to him. 

Comment: This clearly portrays an intimate 

relationship between Jesus and God the Father 

and Jesus repeatedly affirms that relationship. 

So when the angel of revelation calls us to 

worship God it is to acknowledge all Three as 

Creator. 

Reader: 
 
He said with a loud voice, Fear the Lord, 

and give him glory; for the hour of his judgment 

has come. Worship him who made the heaven, 

the earth, the sea, and the springs of waters!  

 


