
Preface 
 

This set of  Bible Readings for Families and Small Groups, is the culmination of a long 

personal history with Bible reading. As a boy of 5 or 6 I watched as my Father became a 

Christian and quit his binge drinking and smoking. This inspired me to respond to an altar call 

when I was about 7 years old. Then when I was 10 Dad began having family worship with us and 

on January 1, 1941 we began reading the Bible, reading 3 chapters on week days and 7 on the 

Sabbath. As our own children came of reading age we began the same practice, each year with a 

different version (At that time new ones were coming out almost every year.). We took turns 

reading 3 verses each. Reading the Bible this way can become tedious but it was a good 

discipline. 

Many years ago I was introduced to the concept of “Reader’s Theater” as a means for a 

small group to share in the reading of literature. For a time I led a small group of graduate 

students and friends in some Friday evening Bible studies. For some of those times I prepared 

Bible readings in the “Reader’s Theater” format. Some of the topics were: Behold the Man, God 

the Creator and Redeemer, Love Manifest-Written on the Heart and one on Biblical Stories and 

Instructions Involving Human Sexual Relations. I found these to be effective ways of holding 

interest and involving everyone in the group, including those for whom English was a second 

language. In September 2013 I began compiling readings in this format on basic Bible doctrines 

to be used in midweek services. Instead of simply quoting proof texts for each doctrine several 

verses, and sometimes the entire chapter, around each verse are included. Then one or two Bible 

stories are chosen to further illustrate the doctrine under consideration. I am now making these 

available on the internet as topical Bible readings. 

The Scriptures quoted are from the World English Bible, a modern speech translation 

created expressly to be in the public domain. The readings are clearly divided so that participants 

can easily take turns reading. The individual readings vary in length depending on the content 

and dialogues are read as dialogues. Each segment of Scripture to be read begins with, Reader:. 

Readings of non Scripture content have the following labels: Comment:, Narration: or 

Quotation: 

It is my prayer that as you read this topical compilation of Scriptures you will gain a 

clearer understanding of the doctrines that anchor us firmly to the Rock Christ Jesus. If you live 

in the Inland Empire of Southern California and would like to participate in a small group 

meeting once a week to to read and respond to Scripture please call me. 909-835-3918 

 

Paul McMillan  


